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FOUR FINALS IN THREE DAYS

IPPON WHICH SILENCED THE AUDIENCE

THE 2014 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
Montpellier (France)
April 24-27, 2014

AVTANDIL CHRIKISHVILI (81 kg) — GOLD
VARLAM LIPARTELIANI (90 kg) — GOLD
AMIRAN PAPINASHVILI (60 kg) — SILVER
ADAM OKRUASHYVILI (+100 kg) — SILVER
GEORGIAN NATIONAL TEAM — GOLD

miran Papinashvili (60 kg) was the first
Amember of the Georgian team who en-

gaged in the individuals duels of the
championship. He appeared at the champion-
ship as acting champion of Europe and was a
step away from winning this title for the second
time. He lost the final duel again Beslan Mu-
dranov (Russia) and got silver medal only. Main
time of the duel expired without any move by
the contenders. Papinashvili was winning the
duel up to the very last minute thanks to the
“Shido” (warning) imposed on his contender.
However, Amiran received regrettable warn-
ing just 35 minutes before the final gong which
moved the duel to the “Golden Time.” The ad-
ditional “Shido” which referee imposed on the
Georgian judoka decided the winner. Amiran
beat contenders from Finland, France, Armenia
and Azerbaijan on his way to the final.

L3MABN BY JbIEDIBMEMBY 2014

The second day of the championship ended
with sounding the Georgian national anthem.
The audience in the Montpellier hall stood up
to greet the victory by Georgian judoka Avtandil
Chrikishvili. The best sportsman of Georgia in
2013 won the European championship for the
second time successively.

Chrikishvili started his way to the golden
medal by defeating Alexander Wieczerzak (Ger-
many). Then he beat Sirazhudin Magomedov
(Russia) with Ippon. Later Avtandil won victory
over Roman Moustopoulos (Greece) and beat
Alexander Styashenka (Belarus) in the semi-
final. In the final duel Chrikishvili fought with
his main contender Luis Pietri (France) who
was acting world champion that time. Just fif-
teen minutes before the expiration of main time
Chrikishvili downed his contender on tatami with
so effective Ippon throw that noisy spectators
became silent for a second. Chrikishvili's spec-
tacular Ippon made happy the Georgian rugby
players playing in France. Mamuka Gorgodze,
Mikheil Nariashvili, Giorgi Mchedlishvili, Gaga
Bazadze and Lasha Lomidze came to the Mont-
pellier sport hall to support their compatriots.

The final day of the individuals’ champi-
onship revealed champions and medalists in
three weight categories with two Georgian ju-
dokas in the final. Varlam Liparteliani (90 kg)
succeeded in the decisive battle and won gold
medal after a two-year break. Adam Okruash-

vili (+100 kg) won silver medal for the second
time successively.

Liparteliani defeated by Ippon Vadim Sin-
yavski (Ukraine), Carolis Bauza (Lithuania) and
Christian Toti (Hungary) on his way to the victory.
Varlam chose relatively cautious tactic in the de-
cisive final duel with Kiril Voprosov (Russia) and
Yuko advantage turned out enough for the victory.

THE KNOWN FINAL WITH
THE KNOWN FINISH

European Judo team championship has
ended with a triumphant victory of the Georgian
national team. It has happened for the fourth
time during the last five years. Moreover, the
Georgian judokas won the team contest three
times successively. The team coached by Irakli
Uznadze reaffirmed its actual strength at the
2014 European Judo team championship in
Montpellier (France).

The five-member Georgian team engaged
in the contest from the second round and eas-
ily beat the Czech team. As it was expected,
Georgian and French teams crossed swords in
the semifinal. The host team gave a strong re-
buff to the guests. Shalva Kardava lost by Yuko
to the acting champion of Europe Luis Corval.
However, Nugzar Tatalashvili won the next duel
by Ippon and equalized the score.

The third duel brought face to face Chrikish-
vili and Luis Pietri. The Georgian judoka beat his
French contender once again, despite that refer-
ees did not evaluate Chrikishvili's two Wasari and
twice imposed Shido on him. Just 11 seconds be-
fore the final gong Chrikishvili gained a winning
point Yuko and advanced the Georgian team.
Varlam Liparteliani beat Romen Buffe by Yuko as
well and made the total score 3:1. Thanks to this
victory the Georgian team won the ticket to final
match ahead of time. The Russian national team
also reached the final and Europe championship
saw the third successive Georgian-Russian final
duel. The Georgians humiliated their long-stand-
ing rival and won convincing victory. After the
championship, one Russian sport edition entitled
the review of the European judo team contest as
“Georgian Syndrome.”

The course of the final duel was somewhat
similar to semifinal because the Georgians
lost the first duel. Kardava was beaten by Alim
Gadanov, champion of Europe in 2012. But
that was the first and last victory by the Rus-
sians. Tatalashvili beat Musa Mogushkov, twice
bronze medalist of Europe. Chrikishvili de-
feated Murat Khabachirov with a single Shido.
Varlam Liparteliani brought a winning point to
the Georgian national team by beating Grigori
Sulemin through the holding. Adam Okruashvili
defeated Renat Saidov by Shido and the Geor-
gian team won the duel 4:1.

OTAR MAGLAKELIDZE
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THE RETURN
OF WISHFUL
GOLD MEDAL

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
Chelyabinsk (Russia)
August 25-31, 2014

AVTANDIL CHRIKISHVILI (81 kg) — GOLD
VARLAM LIPARTELIANI (90 kg) — BRONZE
AMIRAN PAPINASHVILI (60 kg) — BRONZE
GEORGIAN NATIONAL TEAM — BRONZE

he Georgian national teams have not
I won golden medal in any of the Olym-
pic sports disciplines since 2007.
Georgian judoka Irakli Tsirekidze has been
remaining the sole Georgian sportsman who
became the world champion yet seven years
ago. It is symbolic that another Georgian ju-
doka Avtandil Chrikishvili, named as Geor-
gia’s best sportsmen in 2013, has interrupt-
ed this seven-year long pause and brought
Georgia the long wished golden award. He
has won the 2014 world Judo champion-
ship in Chelyabinsk (Russia). Chrikishvili
crowned his own sport season in 2014 by
two gold medals won at the world and Euro-
pean championships this year. This success
significantly increases Chrikishvili’s chances
for nominating to the title of the best sports-
man of the year for the second time.

Chrikishvili, rated world leader in the 81
kg weight category, came to Chelyabinsk
world championship as a pretournament fa-
vorite. Everybody expected the repetition of
the last year’s final duel, since Chrikishvili’s
main challenger and acting world champion
Luis Pietri (France) was slated in the other
pool. Meanwhile, the Georgian fans expect-
ed Chrikishvili to take revenge for the last
year’s defeat.

Chrikishvili conducted the first duel with
the Czech Yaromir Musil who injured his
knee on the second minute and could not
continue the duel. Then Chrikishvili beat with
Yuko a bronze medalist of the last year’s
European championship Joachim Botio



(Belgium). Avtandil was winning the 1/8 final
duel with Carlos Looz (Portugal) by Shido.
The referee immediately disqualified the
Portuguese judoka for the violation of rules.
Chrikishvili won the next two duels thanks to
Shidos imposed on his contenders. Although
Chrikishvili could not make move in the quar-
terfinal duel with the Japanese Takenori Na-
gase but suppressed the contender by pro-
active wrestling. The referees imposed as
many as three Shidos on the Japanese judo-
ka who chose defensive tactic. The French
Allen Schmitt was Chrikishvili’s challenger in
the semifinal. The French judoka advanced
with Yuko on the third minute. However, the
last two minutes of the duel were marked by
full advantage of Chrikishvili who snatched
victory from his challenger’s hands by proac-
tive wrestling which led to several Shidos on
Schmitt. He ran out limit of warnings 21 sec-
onds before the end of the duel, which made
Chrikishvili winner.

The second semifinal duel between
the Canadian Antuan Valua-Fortie and the
acting world champion Luis Pietri (France)
ended with the unexpected loss of the latter.

The final duel brought Chrikishvili and
Valua-Fortie against each other. Chrikishvili
advanced at the very beginning by Wasari. He
lifted the contender and threw him down on
tatami. The referee recorded Ippon but the ta-
ble of referees changed his decision for Wasa-
ri. The rest of the four minutes expired without
move and finally Georgian national anthem
began to sound in the “Traktor” sport hall.

Varlam Liparteliani (90 kg), whom the
world rating slated as favorite of the champi-
onship, also stood a chance to win gold. How-
ever, he stumbled over the Hungarian Chris-
tian Tot and finally won bronze medal only.

Amiran Papinashvili (60 kg) became the
first Georgian medalist at that world cham-
pionship. As silver medalist of this year’s
European championship Papinashvili was
sown as humber two among the 61 entrants.
He won bronze medal by beating Artiom Ar-
shansky (Israel) in the Repechage final.

“BRONZE SHOWER” ON
THE LAST DAY OF SUMMER

The concluding day of the 2014 world
Judo championship in Chelyabinsk (Rus-
sia) on August 31 revealed Japan as a new
winner of teams’ competition. Japan picked
up the winner’s baton from Georgia — 2013
world champion in the team tournament.

The Georgian national team coached
by Irakli Uznadze missed the chance to win
the next in turn champion’s title when lost
the semifinal contest with the future cham-
pion — Japanese team. The five-member
Georgian team had successfully passed two
initial stages before reaching the semifinal.
The Georgian judokas beat (5:0) the Czech
team in the first round and defeated (4:1) the
Kazakh team in the second.

The duels in the extra-lightweight, half-
lightweight and lightweight groups decided

the outcome of the team contest between
Georgia and Japan in favor of the latter.
Amiran Papinashvili was winning the duel
with the three-time world champion Masashi
Ebinuma by Shido. However, on the fourth
minute of the duel the opponent got Amiran
caught by Wasari with immediate grip.

Nugzar Tatalashvili lost to the world
champion Shohei Ono just with a single
warning Shido. The acting world champion
Avtandil Chrikishvili lost to Takenori Nagase
whom he had beaten in the quarterfinal of
individuals’ tournament. Five minutes of the
exhaustive duel expired without a move by
any of the contestants. Chrikishvili who got
more tired in the extra “golden time” allowed
his opponent to win Yuko point and gain
revenge. Heavyweights Varlam Liparteliani
and Adam Okruashvili also lost their duels
and the Georgian national team lost the con-
test with total score 1:4.

The Repechage final against Brazilian
team started unfavorably for Georgian ju-
dokas. Charles Chibana beat Shalva Kar-
dava by Ippon. Nugzar Tatalashvili, how-
ever, equalized the score. Brazil did not
have representative in the 81 kg weight
category and Avtandil Chrikishvili got the
point without any fight. Varlam Liparteliani
finally sealed victory of the Georgian team
by beating Tiago Kamilo 3:1. This victory
made Georgian team a bronze medalist of
the team contest.

OTAR MAGLAKELIDZE
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AT THE WORLD CUP FOR THE FOURTH TIME

GEORGIAN NATIONAL RUGBY TEAM HAS
WON THE TICKET TO THE WORLD CUP
FOR THE FOURTH TIME. TO WIN MORE
THAN ONE GAME IS THE GOAL OF THE
GEORGIAN “LELOS” AT THE 2015 WORLD
CUP TO BE HELD IN GREAT BRITAIN. THE
TASK IS DIFFICULT BUT CHALLENGING
BECAUSE TWO VICTORIES ALLOWS

THE TEAM TO WIN THE THIRD PLACE IN
THE GROUP. THIS IS APRECONDITION
OF GETTING THE TICKET TO THE NEXT
WORLD CUP DIRECTLY. TWO VICTORIES
WILL INCREASE THE RESPECT TO

THE GEORGIAN TEAM IN THE RUGBY
COMMUNITY. IT WILL ALLOW MAKING
STRONGER STEP TOWARDS THE RUGBY
ELITE. THE “BRITISH” PLANS OF THE
GEORGIAN RUGBY TEAM COACHED BY
MILTON HAIG ARE QUITE AMBITIOUS.
LESS THAN AYEAR IS REMAINING
BEFORE THE WORLD CUP.

SIXTH VICTORY AT THE
EUROPEAN NATIONS CUP

Mamuka Gorgodze and Levan Chilacha-
va made tries on the opponent’s half of field.
Merab Kuvirikashvili successfully performed
two conversions and penalty kick.

On February 9, Georgian “Lelos” hosted
the Portuguese team on the ‘Locomotive”
stadium. The Portuguese team has formed
as a quite inconvenient contender for the
Georgians. They were able to spoil the play
of the Georgians almost all the time and carry
on an intrigue up to the very end of the match.
The same has happened this time. The Geor-
gian team coached by Milton Haig won the
first half 7:3 and gained full advantage in the
second half having won the match with con-
vincing score 25:12. The experienced Tedo
Zibzibadze appeared as a true terror of the
opponents. He made two spectacular tries.
Lasha Khmaladze managed to make one try.
Merab Kvirikashvili performed two conver-
sions and one successful penalty kick.

On February 23, Russian national team
hosted the Georgian in Sochi. The match

turned out quite hard and the Russians won
the first half 3:6. However, the second half
put everything in their places because the
higher class and diligence of the Georgian
“Lelos” did their job. The Georgian team won
the match 23:9. The circumstances formed
such way that Russian team is at psycho-
logical disadvantage against Georgia. Geor-
gian ‘Lelos’ wounded mortally the Russian
“bears” in the second half. Viktor Kolelishvili
and David Kubriashvili made tries. Merab
Kvirikashvili scored two conversions and
three penalty kicks.

On March 9, the Georgian national team
hosted Spanish team on the ‘Locomotive”
stadium. The Georgian “Lelos” were starv-
ing for requital for the defeat in Spain. The
Georgian tried too hard and defeated the
Spanish “Lions” 61:18. The Georgians had
another reason for playing enthusiastically.
That day the team gave send-off to the vet-
eran rugby player and the team captain Irakli
Abuseridze.

On March 16, Romania hosted Geor-
gian team in Bucharest. The Romanian
“Oak Leaf” is one of the main challengers
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Merab Kvirikashvili and Merab Sharikadze

of Georgia at the Nations Cup tournament.
The Romanian team is superior to other
contenders in traditions, playing class and
strength. They displayed this superiority
during the match in Bucharest. The Geor-
gian team played quite well. It hold the ad-
vantage for some time giving a chance to
win the game. However, the game ended
in a draw 9:9 which played into hands of
Georgia. The Georgian ‘Lelos” not only won
the 2013 tournament but retained Antimoz
Iverieli Cup in the contest with the Roma-
nian team. Besides, by the victory at the Na-
tions Cup Georgian “Lelos” drew nearer to
the 2015 world cup final. The ticket to the

L3MABN BY JbIEDIBMEMBY 2014

final will go the two best teams according to
the sum of the results for two-years at the
Nations Cup.

EUROPEAN
NATIONS CUP 2014

This year Georgian national rugby team
has won the European Nations Cup for the
seventh time. In the starting cup match in
Thilisi, the Georgians convincingly beat the
Belgian team 35:0. Then the Georgian team
beat the Portuguese team in Lisbon 34:9
and came nearer to the world cup ticket.

On February 22, Georgia hosted Russia on
“Dinamo” arena with about fifty thousand
spectators. The Georgians won the game
36:10 and secured a ticket to the world
cup 2015 in Great Britain. Georgian “Lelos”
passed to the world cup for the fourth time
successively. President of Rugby Interna-
tional Council Bernard Lapase paid official
visit to Thilisi to attend the Georgian-Russian
match. On February 21, Prime Minister Irakli
Garibashvili received Mr. Lapase, Minister of
Sports and Youth Affairs Levan Kipiani and
president of Georgian rugby union Giorgi
Nizharadze. The next meeting of Mr. Lapase
was in the ministry. The parties talked about
development of rugby in Georgia and is-
sues of future cooperation. Surprisingly, the
match against the Spanish team in Madrid
on March 8 turned out the most difficult. The
Georgian team beat the contender 24:17.
The Georgian “Lelos” played the match with
slightly changed staff because the coach
Milton Hage gave rest to several key players
prior to the decisive match against Romania.
Probably that decision influenced on the per-
formance and the Georgian team reversed
the situation to its advantage only in the sec-
ond half of the match.

On March 15, Locomotive stadium with
30,000 spectators played host to the duel be-
tween Georgian and Romanian teams. That
was a landmark match because it coincided
with several interesting events. The Webb
Ellis Cup, the trophy awarded to the winner
of the Rugby World Cup, the premier com-
petition in men’s international rugby union,
was delivered to Thilisi especially for that
match. The cup was exhibited in the school
after Yakob Gogebashvili in Kiketi. Later, the
cup was moved to sports museum and finally
it was placed on the stadium on the match
day. Stakes for the match were tremendous-
ly high since the match had to reveal winner
of European nations’ cup and the Cup after
Antimoz Iverieli. Prime Ministers of Georgia
and Romania Irakli Garibashvili and Victor
Ponta attended the match. The Georgian
“Lelos” won a convincing victory 22:9 over
the Romanians. The Georgian won 2014
European nations’ cup, Antimoz lverieli Cup
and the right to play in the group “C” of the
2015-world cup together with national teams
of New Zealand, Argentina and Namibia.

IRB TBILISI CUP

IRB Thbilisi Cup has already become a
traditional tournament. In June, Thilisi host-
ed national teams of Argentina and Spain



and “A” team of Italy. On June 14, Georgian
team beat the Spanish 23:13 but lost the
match 16:26 against the Argentinean “Jag-
uars”. The Georgian “Lelos” won the first half
13:12. Zurab Zhvania made a try and Lasha
Malaguradze performed conversion and
three successful penalty kicks. However, the
Georgian team could not hold the advantage.
They missed several favorable opportunities
and finally lost the game. On June 22, The
Georgian team convincingly beat 34:10 the
Italian “A” team.

AGE TEAMS

In April, Poznan (Poland) hosted U-18
European championship. Georgian team
coached by David Chavleishvili lost its first
game 10:20 against the Irish team. In the
next team against the Italians, the Geor-
gian team was ahead up to the last minutes.
However, the Italians made a try and won the
game 15:13. The Georgian team beat 26:3
the Portuguese in the concluding match for
the seventh place.

Lisbon played host to the U-19 Euro-
pean championship from October 26 to
November 1. The Georgian U-19 team won
the championship convincingly and gained
the ticket to the world trophy 2015. The
Georgian team beat 55:3 the Dutch in the
quarterfinal and passed further to the semi-
final. The young Georgian “Lelos” beat the
contender in all components of the game.
The Georgians made nine tries and five
conversions. The Georgians easily beat
41:5 their Russian coevals in the semifinal
match with six tries, four conversions and
one penalty kick. The final match with the
host Portuguese team ended with the vic-
tory of Georgia 44:14. The Georgian team
showed a spectacular rugby with six tries,
four conversions and two penalty kicks.

LEGIONAIRES

On June 1, Mamuka Gorgodze and Da-
vid Kubriashvili played for the “Barbarians.”
One of the oldest clubs, which gathers the
world’s best rugby players by the end of
each season, beat 39:29 the national team of
Great Britain at the Twickenham Stadium,
the home of England rugby. Both Georgians
contributed greatly to the “Barbarians” vic-
tory. David Kubriashvili played unmistakably
in the defense line. He was substituted on
the 75th minute. Mamuka Gorgodze played
80 minutes and managed to make a try on

the 46th minute when the score was 14:18 to
the disadvantage of the “Barbarians.”

On June 7, South African team hosted the
world team in Cape Town and beat it 47:13.
The world team coached by Nick Malet was
able to resist suitably the hosts only in the
first half. Gorgodze played the whole match.
In May, “Toulon,” the club of Georgian “le-
gionnaires” Levan Chilachava and Constan-
tine Mikautadze, won for the second time
successively the Heineken Cup — the most
prestigious award of European tournaments.
“Toulon” beat 23:6 the best British team “Sar-
acens” in the final match at the “Millennium”
stadium. In June, “Toulon” added to Heineken
Cup the title of champion of France. In the
final game they beat 18:10 the incumbent
champion “Castre” where another Georgian
“legionnaire” Anton Feikrishvili plays. “Tou-
lon” signed Mamuka Gorgodze by the end of
the season.

ASSISTANCE FROM
THE STATE

On February 20, the cabinet of minis-
ters approved a new state program for sup-
porting rugby. The decision was made at
the meeting in the chancellery of Georgia’s
government. The state funding for rugby dur-
ing 2014-2016 has been increased from the
planned 11,800,000 to 33,673,968 Laris. The
money will be spent to develop rugby further
given its increasing popularity in the coun-
try. In 2014-2016, funding for the teams in
the rugby supreme league will increase and
each team will receive 400000 Laris instead
of the preplanned 100000. Teams of the first
league will receive a basic funding for the
first time in the history of Georgian rugby.

NOVEMBER'’S LESSONS

Georgian national rugby team conducted
three test matches in November. On Novem-
ber 8, the Georgian “Lelos” lost the home
match to the team from Tonga (9:23), and
lost the visiting match against Ireland (7:49)
on November 16. The Georgian team con-
ducted the season’s final match against the
notably reinforced Japanese team, which
was on the 10th place in the world rating.
The Georgians won the game 35:24. In the
test matches, the Georgian national team
missed several key players, including the
team’s main star Mamuka Gorgodze.

LEXO MAISURADZE
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Constantine Khabalashvili

GOLD AND BRONZE

AT EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
Vantaa, Finland
April 1-3, 2014

VLADIMER KHINCHEGASHYVILI (57 kg)
GOLD

CONSTANTINE KHABALASHVILI (65 kg)
BRONZE

The 2014 European Wrestling Cham-
pionship was held in Vantaa (Finland) dur-
ing April 1-6, 2014. For the last years it has
become customary that lightweight member
of the Georgian national team Vladimer Kh-
inchegashvili fights only for champion’s title
at every major international tournament. His
efforts are not fruitless. Vladimer is a prize-
winner. However, he has been always a
step away from the champion’s title. This
happens because of mistakes made either
by him or by referees. Khinchegashvili, sil-
ver medalist of London Olympic Games and
twice prizewinner of European champion-
ships, finally managed to win a golden medal
this year. The tireless work and devotion al-
lowed the 22-year old Georgian wrestler to
reap the fruits of his labor at the 2014 Euro-
pean championship in Vantaa. Khinchegash-
vili started his way to the golden medal by
defeating (6:2) George Vangelov (Bulgaria)
despite stumbling at the beginning of the
duel. Khinchegashvili was keeping the under

control from the beginning up to the very end
the duel against Zohair El Uarak (France).
He won the duel (7:4) despite losing some
points at the beginning. Semifinal was the
toughest fight for him. Khinchegashvili was
losing (1:4) the duel with Rustam Ampar just
1, 5 minute before the final gong. It appeared
that outcome of the battle was predeter-
mined. However, Khinchegashvili managed
to gain winning points by the victorious throw
at the very last seconds of the duel.

The final battle brought Khinchegash-
vili together with Gennady Tulbea (Monaco).
The Georgian wrestler won the first period
with narrow margin. The second period went
off with his full superiority, which ended by
the winning four-point throw. Khinchegash-
vili won 5:0. The Georgian national team
finished the European championship with
two medals. Constantine Khabalashvili (65
kg) won bronze medal. That was the first
award, which Khabalashvili had won at the
tournament of this rank. He won 11 points in
the repechage final against Azamat Nurikov
(Belarus) by the series of moves, including
turnover with body hold and turning down.
Khabalashvili defeated Alberto Costa (10:0)
before switching to repechage, but lost the
duel against the future champion Magomed
Kurbanaliev (Russia). On his way to bronze
medal Khinchgashvili beat the Polish Arca-
diush Szheia (11:1) and the German Martin
Daum (13:2).

OTAR MAGLAKELIDZE
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DISAPPOINTMENT IN TASHKENT

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
Tashkent,
September 8-9, 2014

VLADIMER KHINCHEGASHVILI (57 kg)
SILVER

The performance of Georgian national
team of freestyle wrestlers at the 2014 world
championship in Tashkent was below the ex-
pectations. Vladimer Khinchegashvili (57 kg)
had to hold out only sixteen seconds to cel-
ebrate victory at the championship and fin-
ish his 2014 season with two golden medals.
However, when fighting Kiong Lee Yang (North
Korea) in the final duel he lost decisive points
just sixteen seconds before the final siren.

The defeat left Khinchegashvili with sil-
ver medal, while the Korean wrestler be-
came the world champion for the second
time. He won this title for the first time five
years ago. That was Khinchegashvili's sec-
ond regrettable defeat in the final duel. The
first occurred at the 2012 London Olympics.
He lost duels in both cases because of
questionable decision by referees.

Khinchegashvili was ahead 3:2. He de-
cided to finish the duel with proactive wres-
tling to avoid warning. Yang staked every-
thing to reverse the situation. He managed
turn Khinchegashvili down in referee’s po-
sition and make a hold. Khinchegashvili hit
back by counter-grip, which referee did not

allow for some reason. He estimated with
point only the action by the North Korean
wrestler. The Georgian coaches were late
to protest the referee’s decision by throw-
ing a square on the rug. That delay allowed
the referees not to scrutinize the disputable
episode. Moreover, the referee on the rug
showed yellow card to the Georgian team’s
chief coach Revaz Mindorashvili.

On his way to the final Khinchegashvili
beat 10:0 Andre Renato Quispe (Chile), Az-
eri Akhmedmabi Guezatilov (8:2), Belarus
Vladislau Andreiu (4:0) and the Mongolian
Bekhbaiar Erdenbat (6:3).

Unfortunately, the medal won in the
lightweight category turned out to the sin-
gle award, which Georgian national team
earned at the 2014 world championship.
Five out of eight members of the team
dropped out of the competition at the initial
stage. Jumber Kvelashvili (74 kg) and Eliz-
bar Odikadze (97 kg) passed the first stage
and came close to the medalists’ trio. David
Marsagishvili (86 kg), one of the leaders of
the national team and twice champion of Eu-
rope (2012, 2013), experienced the next in
turn disappointment. His start was promis-
ing. It took David only three minutes to win
his two duels at the start. However, David
lost quarterfinal against his compatriot Aslan
Kakhidze who represented Kazakhstan at
the championship. This failure deprived
Marsagishvili of the chances to win medal.

LUKA KARSELADZE
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GRECO-ROMAN WRESTLING

MEDAL IN THE NON-OLYMPIC WEIGHT

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
VANTAA (FINLAND)
APRIL 4-6, 2014

GIORGI TSIREKIDZE (80 KG) — BRONZE

Begi Darchia, chief coach to the Geor-
gian national team of Greco-Roman wres-
tlers, fully relied on the results shown by
the wrestlers at the domestic championship
when selected members of the team for the
tournament in Finland. The leaders who
staffed the national team were revealed
after the internal competitions. However,
the one forced replacement in the team be-
came necessary. Jakob Kajaia's (130 kg)
dropped out because of health problems.
He was replaced by Guram Ferselidze.

The Georgian national team gained
only one medal at the championship. The
only medalist was Giorgi Tsirekidze (80 kg)
who won bronze. He showed the best re-
sult among the teammates from the point
of view of prizewinning and quality of wres-
tling. He lost only once during the entire
tournament. Giorgi lost semifinal duel 0:6
against Peter Baksh (Hungary), who finally
became champion of Europe. Tsirekidze
beat the German Pascal Aisele 2:0 and the
Bulgarian Daniel Alexandrov 8:6 at the ini-

tial stage of the championship. Then Giorgi
coped with the almost impossible task in
the semifinal when turned to his advantage
13:6 the almost lost 0:6 duel against Hrach
Hovanessian (Armenia). Tsirekidze beat
6:3 Zakaria Berge (Sweden) in Repechage
and won his first European medal.

Revaz Lashkhi, one of the leaders of
the Georgian national team, was short
of only one victory to win bronze medal.
The champion of Europe and silver med-
alist of London Olympics in 66 kg weight
category switched to 66 kg group at the
current European championship. Lashkhi
dropped out of the fight for either gold
or silver medals after the failure 0:9 with
Adam Kuraka (Russia) who finally be-
came champion of Europe. Lashkhi con-
tinued contest in Repechage and reached
final thanks to the victories won over the
Austrian Benedict Sebastian Pufer (6:0)
and the Ukrainian Denis Demiankov (7:1).
Unfortunately, he lost 0:3 to Ishtvan Levay
(Slovakia) in the Repechage final and took
the fifth place only.

The questionable decisions by referees
partially predetermined the failure of the
two experienced members of the Georgian
national team Manuchar Tskhadaya (71 kg)
and Zurab Datunashvili (75 kg). The Geor-
gian national team scored 18 points and
occupied the eleventh place among the 36
national teams at the championship.

OTAR MAGLAKELIDZE
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
TASHKENT, UZBEKISTAN

SEPTEMBER 12-14, 2014

After the failure at the European cham-
pionship the Georgian national team of
Greco-Roman wrestlers had experienced
even a greater disappointment at the world
championship tournament, which took
place in Tashkent (Uzbekistan) for Sep-
tember 12-14. The Georgian national team
coached by Begi Darchia returned from the
championship empty-handed.

Georgian entrants lost the chance for
winning medals yet in the morning pro-
gram of the championship. Only Zurab
Datunashvili (75 kg) managed to pass to
the next round. The 23-year old Georgian
wrestler lost only two of six duels and both
of them were lost because of the warnings
imposed by referee. After beating the Pol-
ish Arkadiush Mrchin Kulinich (8:0) and the
Belarus Valery Palenski (4:2) Datunash-
vili won victory over the Bulgarian Yavor
Dimitrov, 2007 world champion. Zurab won
thanks to the favorable for him draw 2:2.
The Bulgarian wrestler won two points by
moving the opponent out of the mat and by
imposing warning on him. Meanwhile, Da-
tunashvili scored his points by pure moves.
The victory 7:5 over Gurpret Singh (India)
advanced Zurab to quarterfinal. However,

RECO-ROMAN WRESTLING

Vladimer Gegeshidze

EMPTY-HANDED AGAIN

the defeat 0:1 in the duel with the champion
of Europe and medalist of world champion-
ship and Olympic games Arsen Julfalakian
(Armenia) closed for Datunashvili the way
to semifinal having deprived of a chance to
fight either for golden or silver medal.

Datunashvili lost Repechage final
against Elvin Mursaliev (Azerbaijan) due
to the questionable decisions by referees.
The Georgian wrestler was winning the
duel with a narrow margin being a step
away from bronze medal. However, the ref-
eree gave Datunashvili a doubtful warning
and a point to Mursaliev. The score equal-
ized to 1:1 and the Azeri wrestler won by
advantage of the last time point.

Vladimer Gegeshidze (85 kg) was short
of a single victory to engage in the evening
program and needed two to win any type
of medal. He beat 4:3 Christo Dianov Ma-
rinov, 2012 champion of Europe and 2010
world champion, in a tough duel of the first
round. Gegeshidze reached quarter final
by easy victory (10:1) over Isfandiyor Lati-
pov (Tajikistan). However, the quarterfinal
duel with Saman Tahmasebi (Azerbaijan)
turned out insurmountable barrier for the
Georgian wrestler.

The Georgian national team of Greco-
Roman wrestling has ended the world
championship without medals for the sec-
ond time successively.

LUKA KARSELADZE
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a EUROBASKET 2015

FRANCE CROATIA

30650 533330

0ym MM,  gomomdgmmgmgdl  sdm@g-
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LATVIA

1. LOJOMOIBIRM 6 4 2 454/430 10
2. R36JOIO 6 4 2 446/400 10
3. 96363010 6 4 2 402/376 10
4. 3Me-&JdOR00 6 0 6 353/449 6
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39005® ogNRES 33 LadsGom gomEmb. oo-
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Jaosorgmmemgal  gsdm@hggma ogm. dom
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Bgd30mbo@ob  gobarmdn, Lowss ,©0bsdmb-
06" 1:3 omdgb.

©0653mgmgdds 2002 Bemob dgdmga 306~
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o3 3bsfwo 363Mmbymom, afsgma bmd-
G050 5,065 Babomgdsdoyg 0gze
30M39mmbol JoogeM BozmEmGow.

LgDMBaL  EsbEMMYdsdy oo  bbom
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BfgdL  Logosmomdamom  ambogdo st
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L3MbLMEAYdal  gobomds, MmAmgdoy 3o~
mbob goMgdy oMRgbor ambrgdl ogb-
8oMgd006. dmgn 056368807, dmga bgbmbol
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J36(MdoL3IGN 2015
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10 5330b@m, Mdoemobo

LOJOAMIBIM-RILICIN 73:62

17:12, 19:20, 19:21, 18:9

bagds@aggemm: 306(35dg (376, 104, 103, 4R), g33(35-
30> (266, 74), bsbogndyg (316, 84, 123), Jg639emns>
(216, 104, 53), gsRymas (296, 194, 83); Ig@g39-
mo (56), babsdg (196, 104, 33), dyFxs6sdg (246,
64), mg53s (66, 39), Bogbogady (36).

13 5330b&m, 39A3339&0
U636:3010-LOIIGOBINM 74:73

19:18, 18:18, 17:19, 20:18

Logs@aggmm: (306(33dg (386, 67, 43), 3335300
(216, 24), bsbagndg (336, 124), 396agemas (336,
184, 53, 43), gshymos (346, 194, 63); bLabady
(156, 54), 3nGxs65dq (126, 94), mggsgs (116, 24),
gbs3sdy (26).

17 5330b@m, mzgstn
3MESGTB3INO-LIIVAZINM  90:91 ..
24:14, 21:12, 19:32, 15:21, 11:12

bads@oggme: (306(33dg (446, 114, 53), gogo30
(286, 144), babnzndq (436, 104, 133, 33), Ig635cmns>
(286, 204, 53, 33), ggshyemas (396, 254, 93); babady
(116, 49), d9Ggo65dy (226, 74), mggs3s (96), gbo-
35dg (16).
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(278, 54), Lsbogndg (366, 174), 396agmas (286,
179), g3sheyemas (306, 104, 73); Labody (46), d6-
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65dg (256, 124, 53), d3xxs65dy (96, 29), mggsgs
(96, 3d), 39@Mgzgmmo (116, 3d), #bszady (56).
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65dq (206, 84), g3ohymas (326, 154, 103, 93, 3R); bs-
63dg (296, 144, 53), emggsgs (156, 44), 35@Gg3gemo
(86, 49), 3bs35dy (76).



>4 Zaza Phachulia

LONG LIVE GEORGIA!

AT THE EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP CUP FOR THE THIRD TIME

hen Dinamo Thilisi defeated Real
WMadrid in the Champions’ League
final in 1962, Grigol Robakidze, fa-
mous Georgian writer living as an emigrant,
attended the match and wrote the emo-
tional text afterwards. “The Georgians were
strong in wars but only in their first offensive.
| was afraid that something like could hap-
pen in the match of our team against Real.
| was concerned that Georgian team would
exhaust its energy at the beginning of the
match and finally lose it.
Today the Georgian national basketball
team is the team, which bears Georgian
spirit and mood. Since 2006, the team has

GEORGIAN NATIONAL BASKETBALL TEAM PLAYED ITS FIRST
OFFICIAL MATCH IN 1995. DESPITE NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS, THE
TEAM MANAGED TO PASS TO THE EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
FINAL GROUP ONLY IN 2011. HOWEVER, THE GEORGIAN NATIONAL
TEAM HAS NOT MISSED ANY EURO-BASKET SINCE 2011. THREE
TIMES SUCCEEDING PARTICIPATION IN THE EURO-BASKET
MEANS MUCH IN SUCH A SPORT AS BASKETBALL.

not lost a single match at the opening of
the season. It beat Polish, Belgian and Ro-
manian teams and this year the Georgians
won firm victory over the Czech national
team 73:62. Leader of the Georgian team
Zaza Pachulia scored 17 points in the first
half of the match and finished the game with
19 points. Viktor Sanikidze ended the game
with 12 rebounds and Giorgi Tsintsadze
with 10 passes. We asked chief coach to
the Georgian national basketball team Igor
Kokoshkov to comment on the next visiting
match against Hungarian team. “We were
winning the match with 8 point advantage
in the fourth period and we stood a chance

BASKETBALL

to win the match. | would say that rather
we lost the match than the Hungarians won
it. They were very happy by such gift from
Georgia. | have been coaching the Geor-
gian national team since 2008 and | can
say openly that defeat in the city of Kec-
skemet was the gravest for us. The defeat
had very painful psychological influence on
Georgian basketball players.”

After the defeat in Hungary with nar-
row margin 73:74, it was difficult for the
Georgian team to collect itself in the match
against the Portuguese team. Only after ex-
piration of the first half, the Georgians had
realized that they were losing the match with
the difference of 23 points. The experienced
Georgian basketball players filled the gap
and beat the contender 91:90 in overtime.
Pachulia scored 25 points, Shengelia — 20,
Patsatsia — 14, Sanikidze — 10 and 13 re-
bounds. The third visiting match was against
the Czech team. Kokoshkov admitted that
the Georgian team came to this match over-
tired and therefore lacked “fuel” against
the rested contender. The Georgians lost
(67:86) that match too.

Such a significant goal deficit with the
Czechs called in question the participation
of the Georgian team in the Euro basket.
The Georgian team had to defeat the Hun-
garian team with 20-point advantage at least
in order to be dependent on the result of oth-
er games before the last tour in the group.
The Georgian team successfully coped with
this task. More than nine thousand specta-
tors watched the match of the year in Thilisi
Sport Hall. The Georgians beat the Hungar-
ian 79:59. Tornike Shengelia was unstop-
pable and scored 26 points. However, the
injury of ankle forced him to leave the team
for two months.

The Georgian team beat the Portu-
guese 71:59 in the last match of the quali-
fiers won the first place in the group and
ticket to the Euro-basket. The Czech team
was the second.

After the match against the Portugal Zaza
Pachulia, captain of the Georgian team, gath-
ered his teammates and asked for the atten-
tion of the celebrating fans. “I want to thank
you for this strong support on behalf of the
whole national team. We are all proud of be-
ing the Georgians. We have passed to the
European championship for the third time
successively. We are continuing fight and
| hope that we will meet the next European
championship with the same sold-out stadi-
um. Long live to Georgia,” he said.

VAZHA SIMONISHVILI
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359m3000606.  Jgx0dcgdedn 22 Jofoggema
L3MEOEGLIgEo Rogorm @s 19-3s Fomgsbds
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SAMBO | B3

GOLDEN
DOUBLE

Georgian Sambo wrestlers crowned
their convincingly started season by the tri-
umphant victory at the world championship
in the Japanese city of Narita. The Geor-
gian team coached by Jondo Muzashvili
won two golden, one silver and four bronze
medals and finished the championship un-
beaten. Gennady Chirgadze (52 kg) and
Vakhtang Chidrashvili (57 kg) became
world champions. Chirgadze beat Aghasif
Samadov (Azerbaijan) in the final duel.
Chidrashvili won victory over Aimergen At-
kunov (Russia) and finished the season by
a golden double. Levan Nakhutsrishvili (68
kg) was a step away from the champion’s
title. He lost the final duel with Tumurkhu-
leg Davaadorzh (Mongolia). Besarion Ber-
ulava (74 kg), Niko Kutsia (80 kg), David
Karbelashvili (90 kg) and David Loriashvili
(100 kg) won bronze.

The four-member women’s national
team of Georgia gained one award only.
Nino Odzelashvili (72 kg) became silver
medalist. What was noteworthy, Emir Rash
from Thilisi worked as a chief referee of the
world championship.

Georgian Sambo wrestlers won two
golden, three silver and one bronze medal
at the European championship in Bucha-
rest, which gathered entrants from 35
countries. Vakhtang Chidrashvili (57 kg)
and David Loriashvili (100 kg) became
champions of Europe. Levan Nakhutsr-
ishvili (68 kg), Besarion Berulava (74 kg)
and Niko Kutsia (82 kg) reached the final
but failed to win. They were left with silver
medals. Nodar Metreveli (+100kg) took
bronze. Vakhtang Chidrashvili was named
the most technically skilled Sambo wrestler
of the championship and that was another
noteworthy achievement of the Georgian
national team. Georgian women’s team
of Sambo wrestlers managed to win three
medals despite missing some key mem-
bers. Tea Sukhitashvili (68 kg) and Nino
Odzelashvili (72 kg) won silver medals.
Irine Leonidze (+80 kg) gained bronze.
David Chochishvili (82 kg) and Nodar
Kudukhashvili (90 kg) won silver medals in
martial Sambo.

NIKA KOPALIANI
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PROGRES

ther. On January 2, the Georgian team
lost 23:29 the tough game with the Turk-
ish team in Ankara. The Turkish forward Dione
scored 10 goals. Rati Mskhvilidze was leader of
the Georgian team with six goals. On January 5,
the Georgian team fully requited for defeat in the
return match having won it 33:26. Mskhvilidze
was uncontainable like in the previous match.
He scored 11 goals. On January 8, the Geor-
gians hosted leader of the group _ Lithuanian
team. The game turned out dramatic because
the Georgians not only had to win the game but
they must eliminate the margin of six goals after
the defeat in the previous visiting match. The
Georgians won the game 26:23 but the score
was not enough to get to the next round. Lithu-
ania made the playoffs with 9 points. The Geor-
gian team was the second with 6 points.
Despite defeat, the Georgian handball fed-
eration vigorously started preparations for the
qualifiers of 2018 European championship to
be held in Croatia. The draw slotted Georgia in
the group with Estonia and Luxemburg. On Oc-
tober 29, Georgia lost 26:28 the visiting match
against Estonia. On November 2, the Georgian
team coached by Irakli Kekelidze, who replaced
Rasich, beat Estonian team 29:27 having equal-
ized the score in sum of two matches. The re-
maining matches will reveal winner of the group.

I Iowever, Georgia failed to advance fur-

RECOGNITION OF
GEORGIAN HANDBALL

THE GEORGIAN NATIONAL HANDBALL TEAM CONDUCTED TWO MATCHES

IN THE QUALIFIERS TOURNAMENT OF THE 2015 WORLD MEN'S HANDBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP. IN THE QUALIFIERS GROUP GEORGIA FOUGHT LITHUANIA,
FINLAND AND TURKEY. THE GEORGIAN TEAM COACHED BY GEORGE RASICH
CONTINUED FIGHT FOR THE TICKET TO THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER THE
DEFEAT IN LITHUANIAAND THE VICTORY OVER THE FINNISH TEAM IN TBILISI.

Zurab Kakabadze, president of Georgian
handball federation, and Ketevan Koberidze,
the federation secretary general, visited Basel
(Switzerland) in September to receive a special
diploma in the IHF office. They received the di-
ploma as a token of recognizing the Georgian
handball federation the best among the federa-
tions of the countries, which develop handball.
Basel hosted the meeting of the development
committee of international handball federation.
IHF runs the program “Four Year Plan” for the
countries where handball is underdeveloped.
The list of the countries includes Georgia, Lat-
via, Estonia, Israel, Bulgaria, Great Britain, Ire-
land, Faeroe Islands, Albania, Moldova, Azer-
baijan, Malta, Armenia and Andorra.

Said ZURAB KAKABADZE, president of Geor-
gian handball federation, “The meeting in Ba-
sel summarized the program'’s results for the
first year such as the number of activities and
participants, feedback of lecturers and coop-
eration with international federation. We con-
ducted huge educational job, which deservedly
placed us among the three shortlisted coun-
tries. IHF selected Georgia of the three coun-
tries, which included Malta and Latvia as well.
IHF president Dr. Hassan Mustafa presented
us with a special diploma. It was decided that
Mustafa will visit Georgia in April 2015.
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KARATE

THE LANDMARK

OL

ogita Arkania won the WKF
world championship in sport

Karate held in  Bremen
(Germany). Arkania (84 kg) was
leader of the Georgian team. He won
convincing victories over all of his
contestants and beat Ryutaro Aragua
with clear-cut advantage 4:1 in the final
duel. The world champion’s title in the
WKF version has been won for the
first time in the 35-year long history of
Georgian Karate. In 2014, Arkania won
premier league at the tournament in
Amsterdam.

“l am happy with the victory at the
world championship. | have been long
preparing for winning the champion’s
title. | fought a silver medalist of the
previous championship in the final
duel. My Japanese challenger was an
experienced karateka and my duel with
him was quite difficult. But | could not
retreat. | invested in this duel my whole
energy and won,” Gogita Arkania said.

Georgian karatekas won three
medals at the European championship
in contact Karate held in Baku on
May 30-31. Andrei Zinchenko (70 kg)
became champion of Europe. Emzar
Nikacadze (+90 kg) won bronze. Ani
Bochorishvili (+65 kg) won bronze in the
juniors’ contest. During the tournament
in Baku International Karate Federation
officially decided that Tbilisi would play
host to the European championship in
karate-do in 2016.

Georgian national youth team won
three medals at the European youth
championship in Karate conducted on
November 8-9 in Kaunas.

Lasha Ozbetelashvili (80 kg) and
Tamar Bibileishvili (65 kg) became
champions and Sergo Movsesian (70
kg) won bronze.

NIKA KOPADZE

SPORT AND YOUTH 2014
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Thomas Bach and Leri Khabelov

GEORGIA'S OLYMPIC ANNIVERSARY

ACCORDING TO THOMAS BACH GEORGIAN
OLYMPISM IS IN RELIABLE HANDS

eorgian National Olympic Committee
G (GNOC) has celebrated its 25th an-

niversary. Thilisi, capital of Georgia,
saw numerous honored visitors in connection
with this jubilee event. GNOC is deservedly
considered one of the highly valued members
of the international Olympic family thanks to
the remarkable international authority gained
during the last twenty-five years. The celebra-
tions of the anniversary have reaffirmed this
fact. Presidents and secretaries general from
the national Olympic committees of Ukraine,
Russia, Lithuania, Moldova, Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Estonia, Greece, Moldova, Poland
and other states visited Thilisi to honor Geor-
gian Olympic movement and participate in
the celebrations.

It was particularly important to see in
Thilisi the delegation of International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) led by President
Thomas Bach who was accompanied by
I0C member and President of the European

L3MABN BY JbIEDIBMEMBY 2014

Olympic Committees (EOC) Patrick Hickey
_ alongtime friend of Georgia.

“Georgian Olympic movement is in reli-
able hands. | want to thank you for cordial
reception. It was an honor for me to acquaint
with Georgian Olympians. | congratulate on
this important anniversary once again and
be sure that IOC is at your service to support
Georgian sportsmen and GNOC internation-
al programs,” said the official letter, which
Thomas Bach sent to GNOC President Leri
Khabelov after the celebration.

Two days of celebration were full of inter-
esting solemn events. The celebration was
opened by the regional forum with participa-
tion of national Olympic committees from
the Baltic States, NIS countries and Geor-
gia. The forum, which was a part of the cele-
bration program, discussed many important
issues, including the first European games
scheduled in Baku next year and presenta-
tion of “Thilisi-2015.”

Georgia has impressive Olympic tra-
ditions. We have 34 Olympic champions
and we can always be proud of this~ said
Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli Garibash-
vili at the ceremony of unveiling a special
sculpture “Ode to Georgian Olympians”,
which represents all Olympic champi-
ons and medal winners for Georgia. The
monument made by the famous sculpture
Levan Vardosanidze was unveiled outside
GNOC headquarters.

Leaders of IOC, EOC, GNOC and Geor-
gian Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs had
a meeting in the government’s chancellery
and a meeting with President Giorgi Mar-
gvelashvili in the presidential palace. GNOC
President Leri Khabelov signed memoran-
dum of understanding with his colleagues
from NOCs of Ukraine, Greece, Poland,
Lithuania, Estonia and Moldova.

The exhibition “We are the future Olym-
pians~ in the Student Youth Palace turned
out interesting. President Bach and other
guests talked to the students participants in
the exhibition. I0C President presented au-
thors of the three best paintings the books
with his autographs. These books “Journey
to Olympic world~ by Irakli Lomouri and five-
volume edition “Five Rings~ by Paata Nats-
vlishvili were published by GNOC especially
for this solemn anniversary. The jubilee
soiree and reception in the Shota Rustaveli
Theater culminated the celebration.

KAKHA BERIDZE
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WITHOUT ANTHEM BUT WITH THREE MEDALS

TWELVE OLYMPIANS IN THE SEVEN
SPORTS DISCIPLINES AND THREE
MEDALS - IS THE RESULT ACHIEVED
BY GEORGIAN SPORTSMEN AT
THE SECOND YOUTH OLYMPIC
GAMES HELD IN NANJING (CHINA)
THIS AUGUST. IF COMPARE WITH
THE FIRST YOUTH GAMES IN 2010
HELD IN SINGAPORE WHERE THE
5-MEMBER GEORGIAN TEAM WON
ONLY ONE BRONZE, THIS TIME
THE SUCCESS IS OBVIOUS - 12
ENTRANTS WITH 2 SILVER AND 1
BRONZE MEDALS. ADDITIONALLY,
SEVERAL GEORGIAN SPORTSMEN
WON THE RIGHT TO PLAY IN THE
FINAL STAGE THANKS TO THE
SUCCESSFUL START. ALTHOUGH
THE ADVANCE IS VIVID, IT IS
REGRETTABLE THAT THE TEAM
COULD NOT WIN THE GOLD AND PUT
OFF THIS TASK FOR FOUR YEARS.

kg), standard-bearer of the Georgian

team at the opening ceremony, won
the first award for the team. The prizewin-
ner of the world and Europe youth champi-
onships was just step away from the golden
medal. Tamaz faced Mikhail Igolnikov (Rus-
sia) in the final duel, which ended without
any move by contenders. Referees gave
victory to Igolnikov just for more activity. Ki-
rakozashvili beat three contenders on his
way to the final. He beat Idan Vardi (Israel)
with clear victory for a minute and forty sec-
onds. Tamaz defeated Marco Bubania (Aus-
tria) by a “golden time~ in the second round.
It took him only 47 seconds to

beat a medalist of world and Europe
championships Frank De Vitt (Holland) in
the third round.

Member of Georgian girls team Mariam
Janashvili (52 kg), winner of European ju-
niors’ championship and silver medalist of
the world championship, was among the fa-

The wrestler Tamaz Kirakozashvili (81

vorites of the games. Unfortunately, trauma
hindered her to perform at full power and fi-
nally she took only fifth place.

Nika Shengelia 15, the youngest entrant
in the contest of fencers, was the first of the
Georgian team who engaged in the Olym-
pics. On August 17, the first day of Nan-
jing-2014, Shengelia won convincing vic-
tories in the contests in his group. He beat
the titled fencers from USA, Argentina and
Greece. It is noteworthy that Shengelia’s
Greek and American contenders were med-
alists of the world championship. Shengelia
beat Carol Metrika (USA) in 1/8 final and
was among the eight best entrants. Finally,
he lost the game against the acting world
champion Ivan llyin (Russia).

When the turn of track and field athletes
came, the Georgian long jumper Mary Dza-
gnidze stood some chances to win bronze.
He reached final stage with the result of 5,
90 m. However, she only took the seventh
place with 5, 87 meter. Goga Maglakelidze

was also the seventh in the triple jump. He
showed 14, 82 meter at the final stage.
Giorgi Mujaridze occupied the tenth place in
the shot-put with 17, 90 meter. Giorgi Oniani
was the 13th with 64, 92 meter in throwing
of the hammer.

The last day of the Olympics turned out
successful for Georgian wrestlers. Meki Si-
monia (76 kg) won silver while Iveri Julakid-
ze (63 kg) took bronze. Simonia beat lob
Baraji (Tunisia), Carlo Mendez (Columbia)
and Carlos Riveira-Rosalez (Honduras). He
only lost the final duel against Idzuro Yama-
saki (Japan).

Julakidze lost the chance to win gold
right at the start when lost the duel with
Teimur Mamadov (Azerbaijan). However,
he succeeded in Repechage by succes-
sive victories over James Dudasko (Palau)
and Stein Elbert (South Africa). Julakidze
won bronze in the contest with Amit Kumar
(India).

TAMAR KOTORASHYVILI
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HEADING TO Tk

The next year promises to be very heat-
ed for Georgia from sporting point of view.
We do not mean either the first European
games in Baku or license winning tourna-
ment “Rio-2016.~ The capital of Georgia is
preparing for the European youth Olympic
festival. Although, Thilisi has already ac-
customed to the significant international
sport tournaments but no previous sport
events can be compared with the youth
Olympic festival. Georgia hosts such kind
of large-scale and important sport event
for the first time. It is not exaggeration that
Georgia will be in a sport focus of Europe
for July 25-August 1, 2015

Numerous details come out during the
organizing such a high-level sport event.
However, the equipping of sport bases
and living quarters with modern services
and utilities is the most important task. The
works are going according to the sched-
ule and sometimes ahead of it. European
Olympic Committee watchfully controls the
works. The inspection from Europe takes
place once in six months and no serious
reprimand has been received so far. Ac-
cording to Alexander Akhvlediani, presi-
dent of the festival's organizational com-
mittee, the sport infrastructure equipped
with modern facilities will enrich the nation-
al sport industry. This includes urbanized
area “New Thilisi~ in Dighomi, which will

TBILISI 2015

E HEATED 2015

soon become one of the prestigious dis-
tricts of the capital. Another good news is
that these sport entities will stay in owner-
ship of the national sport federations.

The construction of Olympic village is un-
derway on the territory near Thilisi Sea and
the main works will be finished in the near
future.”l am truly impressed with the Olym-
pic village. | am saying with full responsibility
that this will be one of the distinguished if
not the best living quarters, which we have
seen at the festivals before. Sportsmen,
coaches and service personnel will have a
big comfort,~ said Joseph Liba, chairperson
of EYOF coordination committee.

Georgia has two major tasks for the
festival. The first is to prepare as well as
possible organizationally and the second
is to succeed in sport contests. Accord-
ing to the regulations, Georgia, as host of
the festival, can assign teams in all of nine
sport disciplines of the program bypassing
qualification round. Currently, about one
thousand young sportsmen are involved
in the preparation for the Olympic festival.
They are training in excellent conditions
and give hope of successful performance at
the coming festival. This is the generation,
which will staff our national teams in the fu-
ture and fill ranks of the famous Olympians.

KAKHA BERIDZE
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FOOTBALL

IN SEARCH OF COACH AND...
DESIRED RESULT

eorgian U-19 national team was a step
G away from getting in the finalists group

of European championship. The draw
in the game with Israeli team in the last round
was quite enough for the Georgians to win the
ticket to the championship. However, a fatal
bad luck did not allow realizing even a single
goal chance out of many. Meanwhile, the op-
ponent converted into goal one of the rare
counterattacks and deprived the Georgian
team of the ticket to the final round.

Georgian U-17 and U-19 national teams
started a new qualifiers cycle in the fall. Both
teams took advantage of the host matches
in the first stage of qualifiers held in Thilisi.
U-17 (Coach Gocha Tkebuchava) and U-19
(Coach Giorgi Devdariani) passed to the elite
round with two victories and one draw. The
Euro Cup U-19 will be held for July 6-15 in
Greece. Bulgaria will host Euro Cup U-17 dur-
ing May 6-22.

This year three of four Georgian football
clubs failed in the very first qualifiers games of
UEFA Europa League and UEFA Champions’
League. “Dinamo~ Thilisi suffered a crushing
defeat from the Kazakh “Actobe~ with aggre-
gated score 0:4. “Zestaponi~ lost against the
Slovak “Trnava~ with aggregated score 0:3 in
the Europa League qualifier. Bolnisi “Sioni~
lost both qualifier matches against the Alban
“Flamurtari.~ The club “Chikhura~ Sachkhere
was the sole Georgian team, which suitably
represented Georgia at the qualifiers. The team
coached by Soso Fruidze beat Macedonian
“Turnovo~ in both matches and then won a sen-
sational victory over the ambitious Turkish club
“Bursaspor~ by the series of penalties in extra
time. Then “Chikhura~ faced the Azerbaijani
“Neftchi.~ This time the Georgian club turned
out weaker. The Georgian team had lost the
home match 2:3 after the zero draw in Baku.

By the end of this September Georgia
saw the scandal of the year. Anti-corruption
agency of the Interior Ministry detained as
many as eight Georgian football referees for
financial fraud and underhand dealings. “The
investigation exposed the detained referees
in striking a shady bargain with citizens about
the number of yellow and red cards in the
matches they judged and actually fulfilled it.
The bribe for the deal ranged from USD 2500
to USD 5000,~ the official website of the min-
istry reported. The hopes for detaining the

corrupt football officials of higher ranks were
not realized. Therefore, the necessity of purg-
ing Georgian football from corruption remains.

Georgian national team started the 2014
season with two victorious friendly matches.
The Georgian team first defeated Lichtenstein
in Thilisi 2:0 and then beat Saudi Arabian
team with the same score at the tournament
in Spain. Georgian football funs hoped that
2014 season could become more success-
ful for the national team. However, the hopes
turned out vain.

“I will resign as soon as the team loses
the chance to get in play-off,~ Temur Kets-
baia, chief coach to the Georgian national
team, pledged before the start of official quali-
fiers to Euro 2016. The Georgian team lost
the chance quite soon. First, it lost the home
match with Ireland and then lost the visiting
game as well. The victory over the obvious
outsider Gibraltar was followed by the crush-
ing defeat 0:4 in the home match against
Poland. Ketsbaia stuck to the pledge and
announced his resignation having thereby
finished his five-year work as chief coach of
Georgian national team.

Now the Georgian Football Federation is
in search of a new coach. It is still unknown
whether the federation will recruit foreigner or
opt for a domestic candidature. It is also un-
certain whether the federation wants to hire
a pricey and experienced coach or entrust
the team to a low-paid and young specialist.
In any case, the new coach has to cope with
grave inheritance.
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BRONZE
POINT

eorgian national team of boxers
G could not win medals at the world

and European championships, but
succeeded at the other international tour-
naments. Their junior colleagues were
more successful. They won medals at the
age-specific European championship and
other international contests. Below is the
list of the international tournaments with
Georgian boxers there.

Baku hosted the international tourna-
ment of “A” category for March 5-9. The
7-member Georgian national team won
seven medals and the 2nd place among
the 12 entrant teams. Mikheil Bakhtidze
(+91 kg) won gold, Irakli Melikishvili (64
kg) grabbed silver. Goga Gelashvili (60 kg),
Gocha Baduraashvili (75 kg), Roman Ta-
vadze (81 kg) and Irakli Gevenetadze (91
kg) became silver medalists.

During August 7-17, Bulgaria played
host to the 2014 EU open championship
in boxing. Georgian boxers won two silver
medals and one bronze. Otar Eranosian
(60 kg) lost the final duel against Oliver Da-
vid Joyce (Ireland). Levan Guledani (91 kg)
beat Tadas

Tamasauskas (Lithuania) by technical
knockout but lost to Igor Jakubowski (Po-
land) in the final duel. Mikheil Bakhtidze
(+91 kg) won bronze.

At the European youth championship
(17-26 October) in Zagreb, Georgian box-
ers won two bronze medals. Lasha Gu-
ruli (60 kg) and Giorgi Kharabadze (69 kg)
were prizewinners. Kharabadze won three
victories and lost the semifinal match with
narrow margin. Guruli also won three duels
and lost to the Dalton Smith (Great Britain)
in the semifinal.

Georgian young boxers won a bronze
medal at the European juniors’ champion-
ship (1-8 November) in Anapa (Russia).
Giorgi Manjavidze (52 kg) beat his con-
tenders from Romania and Scotland and
then defeated John Nevin (Ireland) in the
quarterfinal. He, however, lost the semifinal
duel against Mateo Pereira (Italy) and took
bronze medal only.
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THE GOAL

A silver medal at the World Cup is the
sole achievement of the famous Georgian
Olympic champion in sport shooting Nino
Salukvadze for the past season. She could
win a medal at the world cup in Gabala but
complicated rules left her without award.
Lizi Kiladze, 14, showed progress among
the young shooters. She has always been
a step away from awards at the world and
European age-specific championships for
the last years.

Nino Salukvadze won silver medal at
the ISSF world cup rifle/pistol held in Fort
Benning (USA). With 581 points scored
after the qualifying 25-meter shootings by
sport pistol Nino won the right to participate
in the World Cup’s final round. Salukvadze
shot from 10-meter distance and took the
fifth place with 384 points.

Lizi Kiladze was a few steps away from
medal at the youth world championship held
for September 6-18 in the city of Granada
(Spain). Lizi scored 384 points in the 10-me-
ter shootings with pneumatic pistol and was
the fourth among the 60 entrants. Kiladze’s
results give hope for further improvements,
which could lead her to medal at the com-
ing youth contests. She has a potential to
make a foothold among the sport shooters
of senior age in the near future. Apart from
medals, the world championship was note-
worthy for the opportunity of getting Olym-
pic licenses. The licenses were destined
for five entrants with best results in shoot-
ing from pneumatic pistol and for the four
best in shooting from sport pistols. Nino Sa-
lukvadze is expected to achieve this goal
in the nearest license-winning tournaments.
The license will give her the right to partici-
pate in her eighth Olympic Games.

NIKA KOPADZE
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ARMWRESTLING

VICTORY IN THE
MOST PRESTIGIOUS
WEIGHT CLASS

eorgian arm-wrestler Levan Sagi-
G nashvili won two golden medals

in the prestigious heavy weight
at the world championship. Levan was
unbeatable either in the left or right arm
wrestling. Georgian arm-wrestlers fin-
ished the season with an ample set of
medals. The national, youth and junior
teams won total 20 golden, 20 silver and
14 bronze awards at the world and Europe
championships. It is obvious that the re-
sult is excellent. Georgian arm-wrestlers
met expectations of their fans once again.

Members of the Georgian youth and
junior national teams won 28 medals (6
golden, 15 silver and 7 bronze) at the Eu-
rope championship held in Baku this May.

Vilen Gabrava (60 kg, left arm) and
Jambul Vibliani (65 kg, right arm) became
champions of Europe in the senior group
of professionals. Members of U-21 team
brought the Georgian delegation four
golden medals. Imeda Chincharauli (55
kg) was the first in the both left and right
arms wrestling. David Teniashvili (90 kg,
right arms) and Valerian Meladze (80 kg,
left arm) repeated the success of their
teammate.

The following world championship in
Vilnius ended with 26 medals (14 gold, 5
silver and 7 bronze) won by Georgian en-
trants. Georgia won the fourth place in the
team contest among the 46 countries and
was the second by the number of golden
medals after the winner Russian team.

The performance of Georgian team
in the flyweight and heavyweight was
remarkable. Imeda Chincharauli (55 kg)
added the golden medal won in the se-
nior group to the golden and silver gained
in the youth contest and came back to
Georgia as holder of three medals. Forty-
year-old Gela Arabuli (60 kg) pleasantly
surprised by winning the world champi-
onship. He has always been a step away
from golden medal at the previous tour-
naments. The heavyweight Levan Sagi-
nashvili was truly unbeatable at the world
championship. He beat Bulgarian Giorgi
Tsvetkov with right arm and Turkish Ferit
Osmanly with left in the final contest.
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FENCING

THE VICTORY WITH GEORGIAN ANTHEM

TBILISI HOSTED THE U-23 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP. THE GEORGIAN
SPORTS COMPLEX “ARENA~ PLAYED HOST TO THE U-23 EUROPEAN
CHAMPIONSHIP FOR JUNE 24-28. AS MANY AS 150 FENCERS FROM 20
COUNTRIES ARRIVED IN TBILISI. THE CHAMPIONSHIP REVEALED THE
BEST IN THE CONTESTS WITH SABER, FOIL AND EPEE.

up-to the mark in organizing this impor-

tant European tournament. The Euro-
pean leaders of fencing gave positive assess-
ment to the organizational component of the
European championship in Thilisi. This positive
assessment can be considered a precondition
of hosting other important international tourna-
ments. Certainly, the most important event of
the tournament was the golden medal won by
the 21-year old Georgian fencer Sandro Baza-
dze who pleased Georgian fans by the Geor-
gian anthem played in honor of his victory.

The first day of the European champion-
ship turned out successful for the Georgian
national team. Sandro Bazadze became
champion of Europe. There were 29 entrants
in the men saber individuals and four of them
were Georgians — Sandro Bazadze, Mikheil
Mardaleishvili, Saba Sulamanidze and Luka
Oboladze.

Bazadze beat five contestants in his
group. Then he defeated (15:7) Ahmed Ibra-
him Anti (Turkey) and the Italian Leonardo
Afede (15:13). Semifinal match brought him
together with the Italian Luca Kuratoli. The
duel went off with alternating advantage.
Bazadze advanced 14:12 by two shots. Ku-
ratoli managed to equalize the score 14:14.

The Georgian Federation of Fencing was

Sandro, however, succeeded in the last at-
tack and defeated the challenger with narrow
margin 15:14. Alexander Trushakov (Russia),
bronze medalist of the U-20 world champi-
onship, defeated 15:12 Siarhei Shachanin
(Belarus) in the other semifinal. The final
duel Bazadze vs. Trushakov started with the
advance of the Georgian fencer 3:0. Then
Sandro increased his advantage to 11:3 and
finally won the duel 15:7. The Georgian na-
tional anthem accompanied his victory.

Team contests occupied the last two days
of the championship. The semifinal match
between Georgian and Russian national sa-
ber men’s teams lasted too long. The Geor-
gian team represented by Sandro Bazadze,
Mikheil Mardaleishvili, Saba Sulamanidze
and Luka Oboladze lost the duel 39:45. Then
Georgian team played against Belarus, which
had lost (45:38) the game with the Italian team
before. The Georgians won the duel 45:35
and grabbed bronze medal. Italia beat Russia
45:42 in the final and took the first place.

Georgian fencers won two medals at the
world cup in Bursa (Turkey). Beka Bazadze
won golden medal. His younger 15-year old
teammate Nika Shengelia gained silver.

NIKA KOPADZE
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PARTNERS HELP TO
DEVELOP BASEBALL

Georgian baseball players founded
The Club of Baseball and Softball Friends
together with American partners. This year
they managed to raise some funds and
organized several interesting events. On
April 26, US Ambassador to Georgia Rich-
ard Norland granted to the young Georgian
baseball and softball players sports equip-
ment at the baseball and softball stadium
in Temka. The youth participating in YMCA
program were recipients of the equipment.

The master class was conducted for the
beginners in baseball. The US Ambassador,
representatives of Georgian baseball and
softball federation, baseball and softball
friends club and the invited guests partici-
pated in the event.

On May31, spare field of Mikheil Meskhi
stadium played host to the friendly match be-
tween Georgian baseball national team and
American marines. This traditional match
aimed at support of the Georgian soldiers in-
jured in Afghanistan ended with a convincing
victory of the Georgian team 21:3.

Defense Minister of Georgia Irakli Ala-
sania, vice-speaker of the Parliament and
president of Georgian federation of softball
and baseball Zurab Abashidze attended
the match, which was organized by the
Defense Ministry of Georgia, baseball and
softball federation, football federation and
the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs.
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CONFERENCE

STEP
FORWARD

INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON SPORT

uring April 15-16, the exhibition
Dcenter “Expo Georgia” hosted the

first large-scale international sport
conference organized by the Ministry of
Sports and Youth Affairs. Topic of the
conference was — “State policy of sport:
challenges and perspectives.” Along with
Georgian participants, experts from Slo-
venia, USA, Great Britain and Ukraine
took part in the conference.

On April 15, at the official opening of
the conference Prime Minister of Georgia
Irakli Gharibashvili, Minister of Sports and
Youth Affairs Levan Kipiani, deputy min-
ister Tamaz Tevzadze, President of the
National Olympic Committee Leri Kha-
belov addressed delegates of the confer-
ence with welcoming speeches. Leaders
of sports federations, acting and veteran
sportsmen, non-governmental organiza-
tions, media and other stakeholders at-
tended the conference.

During the two-day conference depu-
ties minister of sports and youth affairs
Zurab Azmaiparashvili, and Akaki Lodia,
head of sports department Irakli Do-
laberidze, head of the youth department
Nugzar Kandelaki and the first vice-pres-
ident of the National Olympic Commit-
tee Elguja Berishvili made presentations
on the various sport-related topics. The
conference chiefs Anatoly Korepanov
and Vasil Liparteliani as well as leaders
of sport federations and associations, lo-
cal and international experts and invited
guests made speeches about salient is-
sues of sport.

NIKA KOPADZE
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EXTREME

n September 13, the Ministry of
OSports and Youth Affairs, Ministry

of Environment and Natural Re-
sources and the Federation “Sport for Ev-
eryone” organized the team contest in ex-
treme sport disciplines in Stepantsminda.
The contest was titled as “Red Bull GER
GET IT-2014.”

Twenty-two teams participated in this
interesting tournament, which included
four disciplines such as kayak, rock climb-
ing, highland cycling and highland race.
Along with Georgian entrants German,
Polish, Russian, Armenian and Kazakh
followers of extreme sports participated in
the contest. Orient Logic team represented
by Thomas Zhaplichk, Giorgi Gabuldani,
Besik Gavasheli and Mikheil Sanadze
emerged winner in a team contest.

According to the sports disciplines the
winners in the individual contests were
Christophe Sheuer (Germany) — kayak;
Gogita Chartolani — rock climbing; Besik
Gavasheli — highland cycling; Giorgi Shek-
relidze — highland race. The prize money of
Red Bull GER GET IT-2014 was equal at
8000 Laris. Of this sum, 4000 was award-
ed to the team winner Orient Logic. The
rest of the sum was distributed among the
winners in each discipline. Additionally, the
tournament entrants who showed the best
results received keepsakes.
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WORLDRUN
RUN TOGETHER
WITH THE WORLD

he large-scale marathon Wings
I for Life World Run was arranged
in Lopota valley in Kvareli (east
Georgia) on May 4. The funds raised dur-
ing that charitable action will go for the
research spinal cord problems. Red Bull
organized the event. More than 3000
professional sportsmen and amateurs,
including 300 foreigners from 26 coun-
tries and 60 employees of the Georgian
Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs par-
ticipated in the race. The registration fee
was 20 Laris. Mariel Karmanoli (France)
was the winner of "Wings for Life World
Run Georgia 2014” among the women.
31-year-old Anatoly Oleynikov from La-
godekhi was winner among the men.
Said Levan Kipiani, Minister of Sports
and Youth Affairs of Georgia, “This is an
excellent action and | am happy to par-
ticipate in it. | want to thank very much
organizers of this event. I'll be glad if we
have the races of this kind in the future.”
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HALF A CENTURY
SINCE LANDMARK
VICTORY

ovember 18, 1964 is a truly dis-
N tinguished date in the history of

Georgian sport. That same day
Dinamo Thilisi beat Torpedo Moscow
4:1 in the extra time on “Pakhtakor” sta-
dium in Tashkent (Uzbekistan). By this
victory, Dinamo Thbilisi became cham-
pion of the USSR for the first time.

The match against Torpedo in Tash-
kent was going on the overcrowded
stadium. Torpedo advanced at the be-
ginning but after the goal scored by llia
Datunashvili with the skillfully performed
corner kick the advantage completely
switched to the Georgian team. Dinamo
ultimately suppressed the contender in
the extra time with score 4:1 and won
the long-wished golden medals.

The title of the USSR champion
and golden medals were awarded to
Gavril Kachalin, chief coach to Dinamo
Thilisi, Alexander Kotrikadze, coach,
Avtandil Gogoberidze, head of the
team and footballers: Shota lamanidze,
Giorgi Sichinava, Slava Metreveli, Gu-
ram Tskhovrebov, Vladimer Barkaia,
Jemal Zeinklishvili, Boris Sichinava,
Mikleil Meskhi, llia Datunashvili, Sergo
Kotrikadze, Guram Petriashvili, Alexan-
der Apshev and Vaktang Rekhviashvili.
Georgian fans nicknamed the champi-
on Dinamo and its players as “Golden
Team” and “Golden Guys.” Unfortunate-
ly, only three of them are alive today.
They are Giorgi Sichinava, Vladimer
Barkaia and llia Datunashvili.

LASHA GODUADZE



Joé01IT0 L3MeaSOL
RNOXKN LOBLITI()

S60®mM IMEIB0S

B03IGI0 \

PEM
BILAIGNRY
SRR N N

60360 3maz0mbGMAL mdoemabab
»@0053mb*  Lbgomabbgs maomdal
Bqbdnmogmgddy s 3b36mbg-
mgddg. 860d369mmzeba sanemo
93mds  absdmgmms ,mgOmb*
ambel, HmIgmdsi 1964 bgemb,
Babggotn  Loggmbol Bob  3om-
39ma dmodmgs bbE 3033060l
538300060[) &o@memo. @abb‘aﬁ-
o0l LEdYnsbo  gmE3gds@zz-
6900bmg0L  Lobsdmgbm ofbgds
dobgoem  353585dal, Bmeet a¢-
adg0eab, >3mymzob,
stfoen  amagmosl,  gymdem
Gmeadal, aumed  gobyxogzodal,
300 Jmodsdol, mmod goa-
ob, dogogm dmfdosl s bbgsos
BgMomgdolb asbbgbgds, sgfgmag
(3bmdomo LaggbdyMmm guMbo-
mob@gdalb — g3 GomsGmzobs
5 356@0b 3gHgebmzal mdoemo-
Lol ,,0658mb* aodstigggdal bg-
Bmbobowdn 3ndmgboemo LG 0g-
do. gfo Boabdn aogMonsbgda-

3561

mo Loob@gMgbo 3¢mdmogssogdals
36g3gmo  JoGorgee  ggbdg®-
o0l ab@mGoal ¢860d36gmmzs-
Bl 23398L a35bLYbgdL o Rn-
Bgdmma Lohmdsfos ggbdagmmal
JmBsggdabongal.

L BBWO30)  Joomn  gggb-
dn@onl 3s@Fnstgolb — sbfm
JMOEbosL  basdmggalb  mo-
Bafs@aemma  Rsbsbgmn, Gm-
3gmo ®m3sb  8030bm3zomds
A3  do@mbo
JMOEIb0s  Joorgemo
BgbdaEoal 83530560 © ©Oo©n
3b36mbgmo oym, s ogds xb-
©5, 393635 0(30b, BogMod Bog-
Bob  Bognobgabol  gogomzgdo
JMOEb0sL  boggbdgmom bywo-

dgobmems. b,
SbMm

35. 3063 BgbdnFmmdn GMosmgdl
©> BOggmo myzemb gb dgbo-
6036s30 033580, @bs Bongoom-
bl 9bMm gmGosbasl Bogbo,
»Jofom  ggbdgmob
doMoms  5MdLEMmML  Jgmenos
8obo dosemn  gmmdgds@gogatin
©>  b3gzoomab@n®, Gm3gmbas
bgmdgbymdol dogngom bdnMowm
NdoEYMmmds > Ggngomn Jgb-
390600,

530@m3  gobmesm y3Mosbo,
63 88 bogboo 3ogg geobgem
39336305698m©s e 863M0bg-
o, Mmdgmo 360dsbgdos, MHmA:
»Bambigemols 8mambgds  bgamnb-
©gmo ol ©sbobobogoss bo-
Jofm. 9bes dgagdmmb gsnbgom
bgomol doemds, 88nborgal 3o bLe-
Jomms Bambyma gobbmgogb®.

Mo@asb

3AMJIBIEBILNY

LOJOGUIBITML LIMAHGIT FIHEIOLEDNS SLMBNSBNNL
LO3O3M3BIIM 3HMIATENL — ,FOGOTINN LAMEHSNL ROKN LOBLIIBL*
BoHRA3I(), LOFOGOIBITML LAMEASNLY RO ABOINBSBGRMJNL
LO3NBOLEML BBOGRIFIGNT), MIFRIGNZT BNB3EN dO3MNGBY. 3EMMITIBL
AOLMBNSBNNL 3-IBNRIEEN 3NME3N dMEAMJI BIRIIR3OEIMBL. L
6L OLABI 3013 MIRITIEMEMNG RO BNELNGIZOMBIBNL S3EMEANG.

L
7
—y—
-
e’
(=
&=
-
ey
—
&

6030 dgbagemns
dn@onl 03
ARgmmms Moggdb asbgymozby-
45, 3063 RoM 3owgg Lodo sogyy-
0 Beob Bob dacmyglb mbydg
SbEgdos Lomsdsdm Jobrm-
Bg 085, B sbg Imobmgbowas
®3653g0Mm3g Ggbdamondo.

»©0653mb*  8530bgrm o~
o ©oE abedo Imbmmo g
30093 30M@0@3gms  dogo  mMo-
m Bgmobsda Ladgmos 39330~
ol Lagggbdamom  Rgd3ombo@ol
m30Mzgmgbo  dmddstiofn >
ogg® () bgDebal Loy zgogbm
Bobdgmmgmo  gabos! Bs3Mgddag
608(\')653‘3@0 0gm. LBdgNsb Jmds-
390L mgbag sbbmgor 1981 Bgemb
Bbegzemom Rg830mba@ol dgbamhy-
30 (3040l g0sd6y398n cedsdn
8530bgem  Rgbmbrmgagonl  bog-
9603,
250850 s Ma8sbalb  6sdrgaem
3969930b5 agze. o3 gb3sbgodo,
1982 Bemab bmggemnm Bgd3nmbad)-
By gezbagbos msgo.

53 Bogboo ggbdammol dqd-
doM0@) Jmdoggdl 3owgy ghmbgem
a30bms 3930bLgbme oo ggb-
dnfogmo s bamGop 3ofan
30mgbgds — Bggbo Madad qb-
a39mos, ob bmd Rggb Lobsmml

a3hmdbogos!..

@0 Bgb-
3300960 (36m356

Gmdgmo  mdarabdo

OOl oISy ll oM

JbL B036N gdmzbgds  JoMormma
L3MEEGL  aedm@Rgym  Bom-
3503969ml, @0 gorpomdy-
ogmb ©s Robgdam 3ommzbgdsl
bogmmmd  @gMomaabb. ,R3960
3mmos  ©gMoanbo,“ — Boabol
LomayMoEsbagg asayggdsom gb
»dogmo gsb6ymds, dggtggm go-
adblbgbogdoo oMoy domnsb
dmrgme Bombyedo gosggon-
o L3mEEL Lobabmals &EMadygy-
6gdab  ao8mERgmmo  JmBogmds.
»gomboomog Bom3moagbom
398™mdob  BaMmsb  3bsgzemn
byobommdom dyManc dpgasm,
96m0  dgbgozom  ,3mm 30300
dodb* - Lygmboogmo  byyemo-
3m om@omadal @ymefo aq-
356000 EIRMMOsbgdYm  30wg3
90 o Lshgdeml  JsGogmo
(0> o6 BoBG™ Jorormemo) 3o-
msndgmmobmgab! s 3ghg gL
»Om303000 doga” abg 3be3ze-
@R 32EYEYN>300Rs  33bdg
10-12-14 LobENIg@Mom oo
a039698L, MmB adal dg@m-
J9 9ga390Msmagdmes...

Bogbo gfma  s8mbmbordzom
03ombgds ©s gb, B mgds Mbws,
930M39mgbsw, dobo  s3@mEab,
omos  8ad¢9badg0mmol  adbabyy-
9000,

SPORT AND YOUTH 2014



126

bsgsmanggenmb bgmmgb§os 6336980 — g369m3ab 2014 Eenob mbnzgmboswab Bgd30mbn

LB ICI6S IAN

oM

LOJBN3IALOGIGM  L3MEMEOL  BggMs(3053
LonbBgMgbm  Jgx0dFgdgdam  @bYbdmma
Lgdmba 27-29 0sbzo6b  Lodomostiom  Jemmd
»®0md0” Labgmds 305630 go8sGomma bd-
©96@M0 Bgd30mba@nm ©snbym, Gmdgmaa(s
8mboborgmds 15 @8smemgbo  Labbagmgdmal
34 LEYEI6E3s Bonmm. amambgddo  godsm-
o dgx0dido Rgd3ombo gobms bLagotmgg-
b 9boggmbo@gdob bEnwgbdo g3 mmmady,
396 Ebrmol dgsmo bLgn-b LEYEIbEL dsmo-
08 353056, bemm 3Gnbgsm Ladgoa306mb
Bom3mBaggbgmb ba@ns gegodzomlb gfgm. go-
99830 bazgogbm aym mgzeb 3sdsemady (b@ﬂ),
8gmeg  saomdy  gomMan  3mMdsns  ao3000
(boBgn(306m), 8gbadgdy byYMed cdadzarmn
(0gmoobo).

20-22 ogdgigamb @ads 3s3M0sbda Ro-
Gofs  DadoMal  ,B039Mboows-2014%.  Lag-
399gbmgdo 20 9bagg@boGg@ob 100-3wg LE-
©96@L JmFab  go8mzgmabs. mbamsdymgdoo
360mb3o 3099830 Lamggogbm dgogan shzgbs
53000 090593085 (omosnbo), 8539 ©ab-
(30306530 amambgddo  mads  dogMady (bs-

OL3YMIBBIG 3OAMNRNBIL RO LEAIRIEGIFH JITOdL MIHML
30RT(N 33LdNBIL. B3NR3OBO 1V¥33NL IBHM3NL RIB3NMESEDBI
LIT-L 3IERFS 30EH3ITMBS dEGO3NL RSITIBM RS I3AHMIIX()

| LEIRIESIB3S NRS LOGANITOL dOMHRS 11530 LOIGINOBMENLM
Md&M LOFOMTIBICMBN BIRNBIX 3AMEIR RI3MNGSED.

Jofonggmmb '@60336%@3@0) a53momBs.  Lbm-
W30, sbgzg 3OMLI0 dobgaem cebmdgoemds
(oobeg) 0Bg330mbs. LbermdmMnm mogabygem
59398580 30Mzgemn  agm  ©dg0m M@0
(3933°b00b  4bogaBLoGgEN).  MbomsdnMgdocm
0030b35m 053398530 30 Rg830mbo gl go-
doydady (mo3nb'@q;oqm m60336b0®3®0) 3obo.

10 3568L ©s0Bym s 19 8o0bl @abEymes
B9@Lam3dn LENbEYHo Agddnmbs@a, Mmdg-
o3 MO 0geE 04m ©EaYMBoeo — gdacemgl
mogodo 12, bmmm 3ofggm mogsdo 16 aab-
0 dImbsBomgmdos. @mbamnol mMgsbobgds-
do LoyboggMbo@g@m L3MMEBAL BggMs(30sl
3m83560s ,80ms0b0” s L3MMENLS s Sbar-
350MEmdal bogdgms LednbabBMM ©sgbdats.
L3MEOEBIMB3mgdb  ,9Mgbs-2%-30  odsFmm
Robom® Jgbggemadn Bgd3ombol Go@mmo-
Lomgob @by o LY 0dMIMEBYL, ©adsdymn
358Rdo 30853985 LEG-b sMRs, HMIgrBs(s
398™mdg 2:1 osdam(sbe, 3g-3 sgamdy gfmg-
By 9bagg@bn@g@o asz00s. Gg@bomals bo-
13909Lm 8mm3353g Jmms mmPPEos Easbo-
bgmal, Gmdgmoag gHmzbama 1bogg@bodg@nb

L3IMABN ©I dBICBIBAECMSS 2014 1RO OO R



3630 s353mds.

0360bob 3gmeg Bobgzsmdo LEMEbE MO
Bgd30mba@n  Joformem  doemdadn,  domom-
Lo s Ld3dMA3n Ro@etms. 8gmgdobogal 18
m3seegbo 100-80g  L3me-
&L3g63s adMdmms. Fgx0dMgdgdo adsdmaw
Botndsmms o ammdgde@gngtgdol ab@gmgbo
o 3mbmbgds sndbabyMs.

LEMEY6BId3s  FgxndMgdgdo
43080 ggbdaEmmdo s BHYbdnMmda3 asdam-

LobBogrgdmals

Bogbyman

0gb. ggbdammnda Bgd3ombo dsmydal 1baggm-
Lo@g@0 adbws — @absemdo LEY-b 4:1 dormam.
BM96dnEmdo  godsomgma  GMbomnl  go-
3o61%390mo 3o, MmPgmdni amambgdo dm-
65B0mgmdbgb, mdMmb dgmgda dogo Demgab

1b0ggMbo@g@nb ambods wanbsggms. gabs-
® Jgbgg@sdn oo oba-b 2:1 sxmdgb.

baybogg®bo@g@m  L3mMENL  BggMs30s
3o@m dos 3oMggmmdgdom o6 Jgdmngai-

ams o LEMIbGJd0 LogHmsdmabm  Lo-
Sogmdg(3 8o0yzebs. gbdsbgomnl  Joemsdds Bs-
3353 13-16 03mabl g@Laemda dbmggmomb
LA MG YO Bg830mboBl  3sbidnbdms.  bo-
Jooggmmb LENEIbG M bszmMgdo Abmegemoa-
b Rg330mbBs@dg 30Mmggmom gsdmaznws s 16
653698 dmMab 3g-13 sgomo ©en3egs. 3me-
Gasmonl 653693006 3:5 8oM(zbolb dgdwga,
R396983s Goomobomeb 3:3 0medsdglb, Robgm
bEIRIBAIL 3o 5:0 bdeogh. xAPBYGo gGo-
30b obmmgdolb 398mga Lademgzgmma «3g-
ogbo sanmobmgal dGdmesdn — mB8sblb 5:0
Bmam, 01330 39M35605Lmsb 1:3 odoM(3bs
©5 ©3b33bom 358Rdn ndogg Robgorl 4:0 sgmds.

Lodomggmmb  gmgbyma  gbaggmbodg-
&b 33003530 Mogdab ambrds Lgy-3, 3m-
m3bEonl Jomod Hm@gmosddn 29-30 ngmabl
as3s@orgma  bagmbogg@bodg@m gadm3al Bgd-
30mba@n odoM(3bgdmom 3obzmm s dosgs-
0 gomen dgondgo 3gmmge dmadmgs. byn-3
RKAIBYO 9Bd3dg mobodmbal ¢bogg@lodgéo
22:5, 98Mgb@ob 1bozg@bodgdo 34:0, Goaol
b0ggMboB g 24:0 ss8sM(3bs s Mobob Ba-
bg3ocix0bsmadn gogows, bows 3mEGE™L wbo-
39660&9BL 29:0 Ldmos s Bobsrmdn Mesdols
Bmgds dmodmgs. Azg63s LEMYBEJE3s Go-
Boemdn (3083060b BgEgBemn 1baggmbodg-
&ob gmbol mmbo g3sbygbm mgmm gon@ebgb
- 26:0. 3ngo, Lym-3 MG MHEsdn bymo
53530 mogm ©d Rgd3omba abg gobos, dbm-
@OE 9600 myem 3>gdge.

OIJLVEREMI 3XNLO3INT0

UNIVERSIADE

STUDENTS
GOLD

n addition to the domestic tourna-
Iments, Georgian students have suc-

ceeded in the international sports are-
na too. They won a golden medal for the
students’ award box. The seven-member
rugby team of Georgian national univer-
sity won the 2014 European champion-
ship of universities for the second time
successively. The championship took
place in Rotterdam (Holland) for July
29-30. The Georgian university team
passed the championship without defeat.
The Georgian students defeated Lisbon
University team 22:5, Utrecht University
34:0 and Riga University 24:0. These
victories advanced the Georgian team to
the semifinal where they beat 29:0 Uni-
versity of Porto and moved to the final.
The final duel was against the Siberia
Federal University team. The Georgian
students scored four unanswered tries
and won the game 26:0. The rugby team
of Georgian National University won total
five games having allowed only try. The
Georgian students’ team became cham-
pion of Europe deservedly.
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2012 Bgmb Rogysms o LEmmon gobsb-
Lrgds bLogoMomggmmb L3mMEGabs s sbom-
350MEmdob  bagdgoms  LeBnbabEG®™L  JogM,
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TOP-LEVEL MEETING

VOICE OF GEORGIAN YOUTH IN UN

On October 8, Lasha Shakulashvili,
Georgian youth delegate to the UN, ad-
dressed the world leaders from a rostrum
of the United Nations.

Shakulashvili talked about all salient
for the Georgian youth issues. The Geor-
gian youth representative had conducted
several meetings with the youth in differ-
ent Georgian regions before departure
for the UN Assembly General and ad-
dressed the world leaders on behalf of
those youth.

The Georgian youth’s delegate met
UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon with-
in the visit in the UN. The youth delegate
program gathering young people from
various countries is considered one of the
successful UN initiatives. In 1981, Gen-
eral Assembly of the United Nations first
called member states to include youth
delegates in the state official delegations.
This call has been spelled out in several
UN resolutions. In Georgia, the program
was launched in 2012. The program is
fully financed by the Ministry for Sports
and Youth Affairs of Georgia in partner-
ship with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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STUDENTS
DAYS 2014

FOR EUROPEAN FUTURE

tudents Days, the annual project
S of Georgian Ministry for Sport and

Youth Affairs, is destined for all
university students of Georgia.

In 2014, Students Days were con-
ducted under the aegis of European fu-
ture for Georgian youth. Students from
47 universities participated in the proj-
ect. They received the opportunity to
display their talents in various spheres.

The Students Days 2014 saw a
number of sports, cultural, creative and
educational events. The program of

sport tournaments included cricket-ball,
paintball, American football, beach vol-
leyball, table tennis, badminton, arms
wrestling, rock climbing, street basket-
ball and para-basketball.

The cultural and art events such as
folk and modern dances, songs, mu-
sic band, humor, theatrical and original
performances took place in Kakheti,
Imereti, Samegrelo and Adjara. Thilisi
and Mstkheta hosted intellectual activi-
ties including such popular brain games
as “Debates,” “What, Where, When” and
“City Game.”

On June 6, Thilisi concert hall host-
ed the concluding solemn ceremony of
“Students Days 2014.” The concluding
concert ended with award ceremony for
the winners in both individual and group
nominations. Georgian Technical be-
came winner of the Students Days 2014
Grand Prix.
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CORDIAL GRATITUDE
FROM UKRAINE

Georgian Ministry for Sports and Youth
Affairs and its division — National Center of
Youth and Children brought to the “Camp of
Future” the young Ukrainians aggrieved by
the hostilities and aggression in the eastern
regions of Ukraine.

National Center of Youth and Children
elaborated a special program for the Ukrai-
nian youth. The program aimed at rehabili-
tation and social reintegration of the war-
affected children and the youth by bringing
them back to the habitual life. The program
included both entertaining and educational
activities. About 110 youth with 15 accompa-
nying persons stayed in the camp within the
program for September 1-30. The Georgian
party fully covered the costs for transporta-
tion, accommodation and meal. The Ukrai-
nian youth took part in the sport activities,
including football, basketball, volleyball,
chess and table tennis. They watched mov-
ies, traveled to aqua-park and Martvili can-
yon, visited the prince Dadianis palace and
played the intellectual game “What, Where,
When?”

Later on, the letter of gratitude came
from Ukraine. It said the following, “Our dear
Georgian friends! Please receive a cordial
gratitude from the Ukrainian people and par-
ticularly from those young people whom you
gave opportunity to even temporarily get rid
of hostilities, artillery shelling and the grave
situation which reigns today in our country.
We want to warmly thank Georgian Min-
istry of Sports and Youth Affairs, the State
Minister's Apparatus for Diaspora Issues
and all those institutions and persons who
were behind this initiative and were actively
engaged in the implementation of this pro-
gram. This is a truly significant support to the
Ukrainian people and to the peaceful future
for the Ukrainian nation, because these very
young people are the future of our country.”
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EUROPEAN
EXPERIENCE

EUROPEAN UNION EASTERN
PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE:
DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATION
IN THE YOUTH SPHERE

Georgian Ministry for Sports and Youth
Affairs organized a large-scale conference
in Thilisi during July 1-3, 2014.

Members of the EU delegation to
Georgia, head of EU youth affairs de-
partment Pascal Lezhen, representative
of the department Arthur Paier and rep-
resentative of EU delegation to Georgia
Oliver Reisner attended the conference.

Azerbaijan, Belarus, Moldova, Geor-
gia, Armenia and Ukraine have been
members of the EU Eastern Partnership
Program (EaP) since 2009. The initiative
of EaP belongs to Sweden and Poland.
The main goal of the program is to sup-
port ongoing social-economic and politi-
cal reforms in the partner countries and
facilitate their approximation with EU
standards.

EaP embraces four thematic plat-
forms: democracy, good governance and
stability, economic integration and com-
pliance with EU policies, energy security
and people-to-people contracts.

The conference saw discussions
around these issues, round table meet-
ing, review of programs and informational
meetings. More than 200 representatives
participated in the events scheduled with-
in the conference’s agenda.
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M0330IAN) 019353330L LNGIEBOIBNLOIZOL. 3MFHO33IB0 1019353IdI6
3LMBOML AOLOL BNBOX I &IGMBNEMA(), 3OROMBEIHAIRIBN — I3AMINL
RJI33NMBOGNL BNBOTIe I&3I.

06036010 360336IM396(0) SIEMENEMAL
30L306dITN 136330 01930 LOIIGOIBITM:
0130220LOL B3EGIE-3GH0 JNTIRMIN (BOHSN)

336M30L RIFZNMBIGN JOMLEMBSN (93HNN)

19 BRHIRIT0NS IZGMINL RIBINMBISNL IRNG-HIIERN BIbd IGABN (390LN)
013020LOL AVLO GBS0 (1360L0)

J36M30L ABIRBOBORIT() MN33NIA() BILGN3IXN

01302000 20154 (13ROLO-9330LEGM)

"90BOL IBGEMINL LIZIGAOLO (H330LGM)

3LMBLOML RIZINMBOSN 3NOERLY RS &NV (LIISIBIEN)
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