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W hy did Eduard
Shevardnadze Won
Elections?

On November 5, 1996, international
organization ‘“Fair Elections' held a press-
conference related to the issues of
parliamentary and presidential  elections.

According to the executive officer of the
Society Mr. Nugzar Ivanidze*The E |-
ections law was violated by anyone who felt
like it: from the authorities to mass media -
all were falsifying their results". On the day
before elections the State television br-
oadcast information according to which Mr.
Jumber Patiashvili was reported as a person
who was in alliance with the executors of te-
rrorist action of August 29. The first ch-
annel of TV announced the arrest warranty
given for Jaba loseliani. Information ag-
ency "Ajar*l abeled the representatives of
the Republican Party Mr. Berdzenishvili
and Mr. Mgeladze as the agents of the Ali-
Union KGB. The State Television in its in-
formation programs regularly reparted
about the visits of the Head of the State Mr.
Shevardnadze to various regions, which is a
rough violation of the L aw since the ca-
ndidates for the presidency found th-
emselves under unequal conditions. All this
explainsthe impressive win of Mr. Sh-
evardnadze (70% of votes).

Asfor the violations on the part of the
authorities nearly all election
commissions were located in the building of
the regional administration. The members
of the elections commissions were actively
agitating for the Citizens' Union. 'The he-
adsofregionaladministrationthreatenedthe
Chairmen of the election commission with
firing, while the police bosses were sparing
no efforts to please the Citizen's Union of
Georgia®. The police ' officials were chasing
the observers of *fg g, Elections' out of the
poling stations often by beating them.

In Oni Region the subdivision of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs did not allow the
observes of the OSCE Mission to the polling
stations untii one a.m.

Neither population nor the members of
the elections commissions dared to sign the
protocels on violations compiled by the
international observers: "You will return to
T bilisi, while we had to continue to live
here!®.

Khatuna Bitasadze
"Alia" #60, May 21-22, 1996

T he Estim ation of the

Elections was Superficial

Admitsthe Representativeof OSCE
Mission in -Georgia

On May 18the International Society
“Fair Elections" presented to the audience

gathered in the building of Akaki Khorava
Actors' House the 'Report on Observation
Program*

In the course of discussion special at-
tention deserved Mrs. Daria Fane who he-
adsthe Human Rights Department of
OSCE Mission in Georgia. Mr. Ramaz Re-
khviashvili asked her as a representative of
the Coordinator Organization for I'n-
ternational O bservers: "Can you comment
the estimation of the Parliament Assembly
Observers of OSCE which has been spread
on the next morning after elections even th-
ough the part of observers of this very M-
ission have not ben returned yet from the
regions: The estimation claimed that the
elections were held without any serious
violations. This hasty estimation made the
population feel that these conclusions were
written following the preliminarily
prepared clich which would perfectly do
for any republic of the former Soviet
Union."

*_| agree with you. | believe that both
Parliamentary D eclaration and press-re-
lease were written too quickly and certainly
were very superficial." - stated Mrs. Fane
*They contained individual, subjective
views rather than scientific, well grounded
specific information. | would like once more
stress that it was for thisreason that the
mechanism which confirmed that the
elections were just was not objective. If the

PM arrives from Italy “or France on the day
preceding the elections, does not speak any
local language, and sees in the polling sta-
tion that the voter takes a voting-paper then
enters the polling chamber and slipsthe
voting- paperintothebox, howcanhedecide
whether thisprocedureisjustor not?1*

" *-Then what wasthe aim of their arrival
especially assuch supporting estimationsare
used by the authorities for propagandistic
goals?*, - noted Mr. Rekhviashvili.

After such comment Mr. Irakli G ot-
siridze (Block "X X | Century") suggested

fInstead . of individual statements mav be it
is better that OSCE would make a resp-

ective official statement saying that the ab-
ovedocument was superficial and the el-
ections were not just®

Mr. Nodar Natadze remarked that con-
tinuous compromise in juridical position
which isa general practice of Sheva-
rdnadze and his team is even worse than the
raid of the foreign tanks in our country. "I
apologize before our guest but | cannot help
thinking that support of Shevardnadze
irespective of the existing violations might
be the price for that illegal, unjust com-
promises with complete ignoring of in-
ternational norms which had been made by
the head of this team. 7

Mrs. Lia Beruashvili (individual
member of IGFM) handed totherepre-
sentatives of *Fair Elections* and OSCE the
detailed report of IGFM and the 'T a-
visupali Sakartvelo" newspaper confirming
that the elections were unjust. In her speech
she stressed: "Until Russian tanks are
roaring in Georgia, the puppet authorities
will continue to exist in this country and an-
ti-imperial movement will never gain st-
rength. The speculations on democratic el-
ections will remain an attempt to attach. the
juridical respectability to the existing to-
talitarian regime, which will inevitably lead
to failure. | appeal to non-governmental or-
ganizations of Georgia refrain from
supporting the puppet regime in its attempts
to build a facade of democracy.

"The Prosecutor’s O ffice
and Court Respond to
Russians

It looks like that very soon the Judge
Aladashvili will remain alone with the
defendants in the Court Hall...

Thistime the judge Alexandre Alad-
ashviliexcluded from the CourtH earing pr-
ocess the public defender of Mr. Nugzar
MolodinashviliMrs. Lia Beruashviliand ev-
enmoreheforbadehertoappearintheCourt
hall (7). Thedecision wasmade on May 31..

Neither the prosecution nor the Courtdo

not feel it suitable for them to have the pe-
rson who records their lack of pr-
ofessionalism and violations of the Law,
especially as when she represents the press
and international organization. (Mrs. Lia
Beruashvili is a representative of the Inter-
national Human Rights Organization
/\IGFM/). This is the only explanation for
the recent hysterical actions of Mr.
Aladashvili when he removed from the
Court Hearing Human nghts Or-
© Mr:© ‘Roland ~ “Gu-
rgemdze jouf‘nan’sYAnna Chavbhnv:die,
when he permanently threats other co-
rrespondents and public defenders with re-
moving them from the Court hall, 'by which
he effectively exerts pressure on the la-
wyers as well.

On the other hand, Mrs.

Lia Beruashvili

seemed to create significant ‘problems to the

Court irrespective of removing the person
she defended Mr.. Nugzar Molodinashvili
from the Court H all. Her recent motions
and statements contained notonly vio-
lations observed in the course of Court
hearing, but also the convincing picture of
the mechanism to exert pressure on the w-
itnesses and lawyers which is so effectively
used by the Court, under the order of the
Prosecutor's Office.

One more reason is that it becomes more
and more evident that the Prosecution and
Court are vitally interested in hush-hu-
shing the facts of active participation of Ru-
ssian military troopsin the war actionsin
Abkhazia and west Georgia. It was due to
this that the judge Aladashvili did not allow
Mrs. Lia Beruashvili to interrogate the wi-
tness Mr. Revaz Zhvania, who in his
interview (*"Tavisupali Sakartvelo® Ne..?,
1996) told her that capture of Sukhumi was
being planned in the General headquarters
of Russian Army and was performed under
the direct commandment of generals Ko-
lesnikov and  Sigutkin.

Thus, itbecomesobvious, thatin
Georgia does not exist independent Court
Authority and even that ‘which did exist mi-
ght not be in service of Georgian State. To
the honor of the judge Aladashvili can be s-
aid that he as noody else managed to ma-
nifest the fact that in G eorgia both
Prosecutor'sOﬂiceandthecéunarejustbut
an lawyers' officeof the*Northern Bear®.

the
USA

Action at
the

Protest
Embassy of

On may 31 the relatives and friends of
the political prisoners arranged the

picketing. of the Embassy of the USA. The
participants of the action demanded to ob-
serve human rights of the defendants Badri
Zarandia, Zviad Sherozia, Gurgen
Malania, Gabriel Bendeliani, Murman Gu-
lua, Kakha Jijonaia who were removed fr-
om the political trial in the Supreme Court.
They demanded to return them to their Co-
urt hearing. To this demand joined the ac-
tivists of the defenders of human rights who
also demanded to return the political pr-
isomer Mr. Nugzar Molodinashvili, the
member ‘of the “Supreme Council;” Who ‘Had
also been removed from the Court hearing
of his Case, and to satisfy his demand about
arranging his meeting with the . members of
international organizations and repre-
sentatives of the press.

- At 2 p.m. the group of citizens arrived to
the Embassy of the USA holding the slo-
gans which in Georgian and English la-
nguages had inscriptions: "We demand the
observance of the rights of the political pr-
isoners®, *The Court executes the function
of Prosecutor's Office’, *We demand to de-
fend the life of the political prisoners’, "The
presumption of innocence of the political
prisoners is  violated".

" | am Badri Zarandia's sister", - stated
one of the young ladies, "He is an invalid wi-
th amputed leg and was removed from the
Courthearingunderthepretenseof violation
of Law, whilein reality he wasremoved
because he was demanding justice. The
stump of his amputed leg is infected and is
suppurating. His health state is extremely
serious.H ewasdriventoanextremewhenhe
cuthlsabdomen,v’einstoinducehisprisoners
to transfer him to the hospital. H ere are the
parentsof other prisoners. Political prisoners
areon hunger-strikewith thesamedemands.
butnobody paysany attentiontothem.| have
entered two statementsto the E mbassy of the
USA hopingthatthey will show any reaction
tothem. Now | am induced to demand the
justice in this way to save the life of my
brother. Terriblething are happening atthe
Courthearing.” ;

Thepicketshad littlechildren with them.
May be it was for this reason or for caring of
the prestige of the USA Embassy, but the
police did not disperse them with their
habitual methods. MoreovertheViceConsul
and the third Secretary of the Embassy Mr.
Timothy Richardson even met Marina
Zarandia and promised her to spread her
statement and maximally contribute to
solving of her problem. On her part Mrs.
Zarandia declared that if herdemands were
notsatisfied, shewould beimpelled tochoose
theextreme form of the peaceful protest.
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