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th century AD. 
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gradually regaining (and gaining) the nature of a civic nation. 

Perception of a ‘West’-‘East’ dichotomy 
in Pre-modern Georgia

During the long term of development from ethnic community to civic nation, the Georgian identity narrative has 
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10
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the Christian oecumene. 
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themselves as guardians of the Christian oecumene and, as some facts have led me to conclude that they even claimed 

realm of advanced (modern) culture.22

of all Christians. At the same time, Georgian policy makers put limitations on the spread of Catholicism. They did not 
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In the Nineteenth Century

26

Europe and Europeanization assumed a special importance.

of the conspiracy of 1832 hoped to receive assistance from European states against Russia (Shvelidze 2007). 
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beau monde.27 

2014). 
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tergdaleuli 29).

30 The coachman is an image of the 

31

opened its doors to European civilization (Ingorokva 1957: 113, 114, 115).32 



The Twentieth Century and Recent Decades

Russian future.

Targamadze 2015).

33

34

 convinced

Nationalism is a historicist ideology (Smith 1999: 29-55). This means that, for nationalists, it is very important to re-
discover the roots of their native community so as to create a “usable past”. Because of this, nation-building processes 
are always accompanied with the intensive development of national historiographies. Indeed, the history of Georgian 
historiography from this period is rich of facts.

In this paper, I will limit myself to displaying the opinions of solely one Georgian historian: Mose Janashvili (1855-
1934). Among the many other topics he dealt with was the issue of Georgia’s attitude to Europe/the West. Janashvili 
asserted that, in general, Georgia had nothing against the West, but that it was in the East where it had its neighbors. 
Moreover, lovers of philosophy were in the East as well, whereas in the West there was the Inquisition. Though the West 
was able to break through after the Reformation, this was the success that ruined states and put an end to the freedom 
of the weak. “If frankly”, wrote Janashvili, “I prefer the backward ‘We’ of the East to the egoistic ‘I’ of the West. There is 
something native, sweet, and pure in the East”. The first civilizations had originated in the East; they had caused the 
rise of Western ones. And the East will be glorified again with its reason, when all its sons, like the Georgians, will be 
able to understand how important it is to foster solidarity, humility and love. “The orientation towards the East is a true 
orientation” (Kintsurashvili 2006: 66-67; 71-73; translation is mine, – M.Ch.).35

Thus, the East/Asia attracted some Georgian intellectuals as would an old sweet home. Meanwhile, in not all en-
vironments was the attitude toward the East/Asia similar. Let us take the case of Russia. Some Russian intellectuals 

– 153 –



– 154 –

36

Nicolo Mitsishvili (1896–1937), 37 It is evident from this paper that 

38

 and 
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status for their native community. According to some scholars (Tevzadze 2009), the idea of Georgia as a crossroad, as a 
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tional patterns. 
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The journal is divided into several sectios: History of the Ancient and Middle Ages, Modern and Contemporary 

History and Source Study and Philology. Chronologically articles cover the history of the period from ancient times to 
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anniversary edition of the conference materials.
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In recent years the conference takes place in the Conference and Guest house of NAS RA located in a mountainous 
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Social Science and Humanities Research Association (SSHRA) hosted international conference of social science and 

Georgian delegates: Mariam Chkhartishvili, Sopio Kadagishvili, Manchar Guntsadze and Tamar Mchedlishvili.

journal in social sciences.
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