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Otar Oniani

Peculiarities of the Forms of Amirani’s Punishment in
Mingrelian, Abkhazian and Acharyan Folklore

According to the established opinion, the folklore material obtained in
Mingrelia is distinguished by thematic novelty and archaism. Their impor-
tance is also determined by general folkloristics. It is interesting to mention
that the version of Amirani occupics a modest place in Mingrelian folklore.
Of six records known to us, only two versions attest the chaining of the hero.
In one of them “The Tale of Amirani”, the hero while walking in the moun-
tains came across the Lord and challenged him to a fight. God gave him a
ncedle to break but Amirani could not do it and left. Thus, the hero’s trial 1n
power ended peacefully. This is a new clement in the history of studying the
monument. Amirani contends for the second time and stole the fire and gave
it to men. God cursed him and chained to an icy rock. In the record *“Aram
Khutu” the most important thing is a trial of hero’s physical power and not ‘
the wish to contend with God.

In both Abkhazian versions Abskril — Amirani  is punished just be-
cause of arrogance. By order of Christ the Lord the angles captured him and
chained in the deep pit. A significant novelty is that the crucial role in libera-
tion of the hero was played by pigeons...

In Acharyan versions Dedjali — Amirani is distinguished by physical
power. According to one of the records, the hero is chained by godmother
Mesa and by another version — by God. In both versions Amirani is punished
for transgression and not for contend with God.
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Otar Oniani

.........

Dali and the Hunter in Gurian Version of
Amirani “Kalmakhela”

The record “Kalmakhela” found in Guria is distinguished by thematic
novelty and archaism. In 1t Amirani shows many of the characteristics typical
to a culture hero. The novelty 1s that the monument bears the name of a hunter
and not of a main character. The mystic nature of the hunter Kalmakhela is

presented in peculiar way. According to the narrator, he is the owner of an
uninhabited wood, makes friends with a wolf and a bear. It is just enough for

him to howl somehow, as wolves and bears come running and surround him
wagging their tails and wait for their friend’s sign to help him in difficulty™...
Kalmakhela 1s a hero having passed a high stage of initiation, conscious,
internally balanced, who i1s so much integrated in flora and fauna, and in the
wide sense, in the mystery of environment, that he is able to see harmonic
order 1n the processes taking place in this kingdom and can uncover spiritual
mystenies, penetrated deeply into serpent’s wisdom too. Thus, Kalmakhela
1s a new folk hero... The novelty is that the serpent is an active personage
in the epic. It is a defender of the tunnel leading to the cave of the goddess
Dali. This is a new element in the history of studying the monument and in
the matenals of the cycle of Dali. It 1s interesting to note that the invisible
creatures are also the protectors of the patron of beasts... This is the first case

in the versions of Amirani when the villagers are the warriors in the fight
against the devis...
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