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Applied Civic Education
and Teacher Training
"My participation in our civics club has changed my life.

Trainings, events, advocacy campaigns, meefinas with

influential people, inferesting discussions, small grants, Program
participation in TV and radio programs - all these activities

U7 dc incredblc opportunities for me and for ol sudents

Seeking to find their role in democratic society.” -

Zangurashvili,Civics Club Member at Kutaisi Public ol
#21 (Imereti region).

ACETT really helped improve the depth.and breadth of civic
education inour schol makig thegaeses morgffectveand

inferesting for students." - Tamap Gorgialdize, Civics Teacher-at
Batumi Public School #20 (A el
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About Program

The Applied Civic Education and Teacher Training Program (ACETT) is implemented by PH International
(formeriy Project Harmony) and funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
with support rom the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia. The goal of the program is o improve
the quality and scope of school-based civic education and to encourage youth participation in Georgia's civic
and democratic processes.

ACETT works with 740 schools across Georgia, totaling 30% of all schools in the country. In 2010, a
nationwide Civic Education Needs Assessment was carried out within the scope of the program, which
provided a framework for program activities. Since then, supplemental civics textbooks have been produced
and are being distributed to all ACETT partner schools to respond to new and growing needs in the civic
education sector.

The program has already achieved a number of important successes, including development of a 50-hour
accredited training course for civics teachers, as well as workshops for school principals. By spring 2012 400
civics teachers have been trained, 100 school-based civics clubs are up and running, 150 studented
projects have been funded, 270 young leaders have been trained in the use of social media, 185 students
participated in summer camps for advanced Givics training, a civic education website was developed
(www.civics.ge), @ civics club manual was produced, and a civics initiatives web portal was launched
(www.nitiatives.ge). In addition to these extraordinary accomplishments, the National Forum of Civics

Teachers was established, through which a country-wide conferences will be held to honor the best civics
teacher of the year.

KEY PROGRAM
ACTIVITIES

Development of Supplemental Civic Educa-
tion Materials: The enhancement of civic educauon
materials is a critical element of the program.
expertsidentified four priority areas in oo
expanded instructional resources, with textbooks
being developed on the following topics:

Supplemental textbooks produced  through

\CETT focus on development of practical and
applied learing, with an emphasis on student-led
projects, current issues and collaboration among
community stakeholders. Supplemental textbooks
are distributed to all partner schools free of

charge. Each school received textbooks for 160
students and 16 teachers

Civic Education Teacher Training: In 2011,
the Centre for Training and Consultancy (CTC), an

+ Cooperation for Social Benefits

+ Cooperation with Local Governments

+ How to Become an Active Citizen

« Participation in School Self-Governance

ACETT partner organization, finalized a 50-hour
training course for civic education teachers, which
received state accrediation in May 2011. The
training course will be offered to 740 civics

teschers from across Goorgs, comprised of a
weeklong teachers

/
i

via its Facebook page
facebook.

to modem participatory teaching methods and
new resources to achieve leaming goals in civics
curriculum. ~ Following trainings, ACETT will
continue to support civics teachers to ensure their
success as they apply the information from the
course in the classroom. Seminars are also be
hosted for school principals.

School-based ~ Civics Clubs: Program
partner NGOs are working in eleven regions of
Georgia o assist in establishing and supporting
civics clubs to undertake activities that respond to
community and school needs. Through the clubs,
students are able to participate in youth initiatives,
civics competitions and intemship programs. One
hundred school-based civic education clubs are
successfully operating, using an ACETT-
developed school civics club manual as a guide.
Two hundred additional school-based civics clubs.
will be established through the program, with the
top clubs receiving office equipment and other
prizes.

Social Media Trainings: ACETT offers
training to students on the use of social media,
including social networking, blogging and online
video, as a means of citizen participation.
ACETT' social media trainings help students
build online communities of like-minded youth for
offine community projects. By the end of 2011,
more than 270 students from across the country
have already been trained through ACETT, and
are sharing their skills and knowledge with peers.
Social media trainings will be offered to 780
students through the program. ACETT will also
announce blog competitions and online quizzes

bamgsyee
Summer Camps: Summer s il %d
hosted each year for 180 outstanding students
and civics teachers from school-based civics
clubs. The camps will enable participants to share
successes and challenges from their community
involvement, as well as collaborate on joint
projects. Intensive trainings are held on topics
including civic activism, volunteerism, democratic
citizenship and school club activities. Summer
ccamps will be hosted for 950 students and civics
teachers through the program.

Mini-Grants Program in Support of
Applied Civic Education: ACETT's mini
-grants online portal www.nitiatives.ge provides
opportuaities for students, teachers,  school
administrations and parents to apply for up to
$450 in support of applied civics initiatives that
serialcal cammunie. Through the mparan-
tation of mini-grants projects, students can
colatorts. i 1ocs government  officials,
nongovernmental organizations and the private
sector. The online portal aiso contains information
about previously funded projects. ACETT will
support 520 projects throughout the duration of
the program.

Civic Education Web Portal: www.civics ge
is the first and only Internet ste in the country with
civic education resources for teachers, school
administrators, students and parents. The portal
features daily news about civics and citizenship,
and offers resources and networking opportunities
0 youth interested in piaying an active role in their
communities. The online library within the site has
also become a frequently used resource for all
those interested in civic education

Other activities: To support professional
development for civic education teachers in
T

Teachers' House in Thilisi. A National Forum for
Civics Teachers, which supports teachers’ pm(e&
sional development through trainings, confer
ences, online discussions and regional meeungs.
was also founded through the program. Other
ACETT-led training will include debate skills and
public speaking for students.
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